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2015 BEACON CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

 
 

8:15 ð 9:00 AM  REGISTRATION / BREAKFAST 

              Technology Building Atrium  

 

 

9:00 ð 10:30 AM  SESSION I: CONCURRENT PANELS 

 

Allied Health/Nursing    Technology Center ð Room 837 1  

Business & Economics    Technology Center ð Room 8373  

American Literature    Technology Center ð Room 8375 

Communications     Technology Center ð Room 8376   

 

10:30 ð 10:45 AM  COFFEE BREAK 

 

 

10:45 ð 12:15 PM SESSION II: CONCURRENT PANELS 

 

Education      Technology Center ð Room 8371  

 History      Technology Center ð Room 8373  

 Natural and Physical Sciences   Technology Center ð Room 8375  

 Multicultural Studies     Technology Center ð Room 8376  

 

 

12:15 ð 1:30 PM  LUNCH 

Cafeteria  

Speaker: Dr. Cliff L. Wood, Pr esident  

 

 

1:30 ð 3:00 PM  SESSION III: CONCURRENT PANELS 

 

World Literature     Technology Center ð Room 8371  

Psychology      Technology Center ð Room 8373  

 Social Sciences     Technology Center ð Room 8375  

Social Justice      Technology Center ð Room 8376  

 

 

3:00 ð 4:00 PM REFRESHMENTS / POSTER SESSION / COLLEGE FAIR 

   Cultural Arts Center  

   

  

4:00 ð 5:00 PM  AWARDS CEREMONY 

   Theater ð Cultural Arts Center  
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ALLIED HEALTH/NURSING 
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Perspectiveó 
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òThe Palestinian Christian: A Life 

Among the Shadowsó 
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ALLIED HEALTH/NURSING 

Juliana Nitis  

òThe Puzzle of P.O.T.Só 

Mentor: Mira Sakrajda, Mentor  

Westchester Community College  

 

Introd uction  

 Walking  is a  normal,  sometimes  mundane  aspect  of  everyday  life for  most  

people.  Many  do  not  spend  a  great  deal  of  time  analyzing  their  ability  to  remain  

vertical  for  long  stretches.  Human  beings  are  one  of  only  a  few  bipedal  species  forced  

to  comba t gravity  in order  to  ensure  proper  blood  supply  to  vital  organs.  Mechanisms  

within  the  human  body,  such  as the  autonomic  nervous  system and  skeletal  muscle  

pump,  function  to  make  this possible.  For some  however,  the  autonomic  nervous  system 

malfunctions,  resulting  in an  inability  of  the  body  to  maintain  the  upright  position.  This 

abnormality  is termed  postural  orthostatic  tachycardia  syndrome  (also  referred  to  as 

postural  tachycardia  syndrome  and  POTS). Patients  with  POTS experience  blood  

pooling  in the  extremities  upon  standing  due  to  a  failure  of  blood  vessels to  constrict  

which  precipitates  a  cascade  of  events.  In an  attempt  to  compensate  for  the  poor  

venous  return,  the  heart  starts beating  rapidly.  For POTS patients,  the  effort  is not  always  

enough  to  stabilize  blood  pressure, and  they  can  experience  syncopal  episodes.  

Postural  orthostatic  tachycardia  is a  form  of  autonomic  dysfunction  which  not  only  

affects  the  cardiovascular  system, but  also can  cause  neurological  and  gastrointestinal  

symptoms.  

Postura l orthostatic  tachycardia  syndrome  is a  little  known  condition  which  

commonly  goes  undiagnosed  for  years  after  patients  become  symptomatic.  Kavi 

explains,  òThere is little  knowledge  of  PoTS within  the  medical  community  and  it is often  

misdiagnosed  as anxie ty, panic  attacks,  vaso -vagal  syncope,  chronic  fatigue  

syndrome,  or inappropriate  sinus tachycardiaó (286). Recent  estimates  claim  POTS 

affects  approximately  500,000 people  in the  United  States (Raj et  al.  339), and  170 

people  out  of  every  100,000 in the  world  (Mathias  et  al.  22); however,  these  numbers  

are  most  likely inaccurate  as POTS is not  infrequently  misdiagnosed.  Approximately  75-

80 percent  of  patients  are  female  between  the  ages  of  15 and  50 (Medow  and  Stewart  

67). The gender  disparity  can  be  expla ined  in part  by  the  vasodilating  effect  of  

estrogen  and  vasoconstricting  impact  of  testosterone  (Kavi  et  al.  286).  

 Patients  with  postural  orthostatic  tachycardia  syndrome  display  a  wide  range  of  

functioning  levels with  some  being  only  mildly  affected,  wh ile others  experience  

significant  disability  rendering  a  percentage  of  patients  unable  to  work  or go  to  school  

(Kavi  et  al.  287). This can  have  profound  impacts  on  psychosocial  development,  and  

quality  of  life. Some patients  are  treatment  resistant  and  rem ain  afflicted  for  the  rest of  

their  lives.  

 The intention  of  this paper  is to  draw  attention  to  the  important  issue at  hand  of  

POTS. A sizable  number  of  people  have  their  lives upended  by  this potentially  
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debilitating  condition.  Most  patients  affected  are  mistreated  prior  to  finding  a  

specialized  physician  with  the  ability  to  adequately  manage  their  health.  Furthermore,  it 

is highly  likely that  untold  numbers  of  patients  never  receive  a  diagnosis.  Education  

about  this manifestation  of  autonomic  dysfunction  is of  the  utmost  concern  because  it 

is necessary  to  raise awareness,  increase  the  ability  of  health  professionals  to  recognize  

signs and  symptoms  and  consequently,  improve  treatment  options  for  patients.   

 

History 

 Postural  orthostatic  tachycardia  is an  extremely  recent  diagnosis  in the  world  of  

medicine,  only  given  its name  in 1993 by  Schondorf  and  Law.  Some accounts  of  

probable  POTS have  been  written  about  in the  past.  The most  famous  of  these  was  the  

entry  of  a  Civil  War  soldier  named  DaCosta  submitted  to  the  American  Medical  Journal  

in 1871. He described  symptoms  of  tachycardia  and  palpitations  which  he  attributed  to  

òirritable heart  syndromeó and  ò[s]oldierõs heartó (Medow  and  Stewart  67). 

Subsequently,  conditions  such  as neurocirculatory  asthenia,  vasoregulatory  asthenia,  

hyperadrenergic  orthostatic  hypotension  and  sympathotonic  orthostatic  hypotension  

would  be  qualified  as POTS (Mathias  et  al.  22). These conditions  have  now  been  

recognized  by  the  medical  community  for  the  past  21 years  as postural  orthostatic  

tachycardia  syndrome  and  postural  tachycardia  syndrome  (PoTS). 

 

Symptoms  

 Postural  orthostatic  tachycardia  syndrome  can  be  particularly  challenging  to  

treat  because  of  the  multiple  body  systems it can  affect  and  heterogenous  nature  of  

the  illness. Although  the  underlying  pathophysiology  of  POTS is not  entirely  understood,  

experts  agree  that  there  is a  degree  of  autonomic  dysfunction  involved  which  can  

cause  a  wide  variety  of  symptoms.  The autonomic  nervous  system controls  more  than  

just blood  pressure  regulation  and  plays  an  important  role  in digestion,  stress responses, 

temperature  regulation,  respiration  and  heart  rate.   

 Orthostatic  intolerance  is the  hallmark  symptom  of  POTS. As characterized  by  Dr. 

Kizilbash, òorthostatic intolerance  (OI)  is de fined  as the  inability  to  remain  upright  

because  of  signs and  symptoms  that  are  improved  on  recumbenceó (114). Upon  

standing,  patients  with  POTS can  experience  tachycardia,  shortness of  breath,  light -

headedness  or dizziness, weakness,  tremulousness,  and  ch est pain  (Medow  and  Stewart  

68). Mathias  writes, òpatients with  PoTS often  exhibit  features  suggestive  of  peripheral  

blood  pooling  or inappropriate  vasoconstriction  and  vasodilatation,  such  as blotchy  or 

marbled  skin, particularly  over  the  feet,  which  may  turn  mauve  or purpleó (23). Because  

of  symptoms  of  orthostatic  intolerance,  some  patients  with  POTS end  up  confined  to  

wheelchairs  either  for  a  transient  period  of  time  or permanently  (Kavi  et  al.  287). 

Patients  with  POTS can  suffer from  an  array  of  sympto ms. The majority  of  patients  

report  feelings  of  fatigue  and  exercise  intolerance.  Many  individuals  have  

gastrointestinal  symptoms  such  as gastroesophageal  reflux,  constipation,  abdominal  



 

 
 

Page 15 of 182 

distension  and  gastroparesis  (Mathias  et  al.  23). These GI symptoms  in particular  are  

indicative  of  more  severe  autonomic  dysfunction  (Kizilbash et  al.  116).  

 One  of  the  primary  complaints  of  patients  with  POTS is that  of  chronic  fatigue.  

According  to  recent  studies, about  two -thirds of  these  patients  suffer from  headaches , 

specifically  migraines  which  can  exacerbate  symptoms  of  dizziness and  GI upset  

(Kizilbash et  al.  116). Some patients  are  forced  to  cope  with  chronic  pain  possibly  

caused  by  a  òdisruption of  peripheral  nerve  activityó or òan amplification  of  neuronal  

signaling  within  the  CNS that  elicity  pain  hypersensitivityó (Kizilbash et  al.  118). 

 A sizable  portion  of  POTS patients  struggle  with  cognitive  impairment  or òbrain 

fogó. Brain fog  is likened  to  a  sort of  mental  fatigue.  Dr. Ross associates  this symptom  

with  forgetfulness,  concentration  difficulty  and  word  finding  difficulty  (306).  A study  

performed  by  Dr. Raj of  Vanderbilt  University showed  that  patients  with  POTS suffer more  

inattention  than  healthy  control  subjects  (343). Cerebral  hypoperfusion  and  sleep  

quality  are  two  factors  within  POTS that  could  explain  this phenomenon  (Ross et  al.  309). 

Cognitive  impairments  present  challenges  to  functioning  in both  educational  and  

workplace  settings  and  can  contribute  to  disability.   

 The wide  ranging  symptoms  of  POTS can  have  profound  impacts  on  the  lives of  

those  affected.  From physical  activity  to  schoolwork  and  even  eating,  many  daily  

activities  become  challenging  if not  impossible  for  patients.  As there  are  several  body  

systems impacted  by  functions  of  the  autono mic  nervous  system, numerous  domains  of  

healthy  living  are  lost to  those  with  POTS. This makes  it all  the  more  imperative  for  

researchers  to  fully delve  into  the  biological  underpinnings  of  the  illness.  

Pathophysiology  

 Scientists are  still investigating  the  various  pathophysiologies  behind  postural  

orthostatic  tachycardia  syndrome.  While  they  have  gained  some  comprehension,  the  

pathophysiology  is not  yet  completely  understood.  It is generally  agreed  upon  that  

POTS is a  heterogenous  condition  which  involve s several  different  subgroups  with  

multiple  underlying  pathophysiological  mechanisms.  Ziegler  explains,  òthe autonomic  

nervous  system provides  the  major  reflex  mechanism  that  allows  maintenance  of  blood  

pressure on  standingó (354). Proposed  causes  of  ortho static  intolerance  are  cerebral  

hypoperfusion  in combination  with  reflex  sympathetic  activation  and  parasympathetic  

withdrawal  (Benarroch  1215). Tachycardia  in POTS is the  result of  òsinoatrial node  

abnormalities,  hypovagal  responses improved  by  ivabradine , hypersensitivity  to  

norepinephrine,  and  beta -receptor -sensitive ôinappropriate sinus 

tachycardiaõó(Kizilbash et  al.  114). There appears  to  be  consensus  regarding  the  idea  

that  sympathetic  denervation  is responsible  for  some  symptoms  (Thieben  et  al.  312). 

Mathias  suggests,  òabnormalities of  sudomotor  autonomic  function  could  reflect  an  

underlying  neural  deficit  that  also impairs  cardiovascular  autonomic  functionó (27). 

Hypovolemia  is observed  in patients  with  POTS. Within  a  subset  of  patients  described  as 

òhyperadrenergicó, overactivation  of  the  of  the  central  sympathetic  drive  and  

increased  levels of  norepinephrine  can  be  detected.  òNeuropathic POTSó is marked  by  

observed  sympathetic  denervation  of  the  lower  extremities  (Benarroch  1215-1216). 
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In addition  to pathophysiologies  of  POTS, causative  phenomena  are  being  

explored.  Researchers  believe  many  factors  play  a  contributive  role  in the  

development  of  POTS. It is generally  agreed  upon  that  genetics  can  predispose  

individuals  to  developing  POTS. Kizilbash reports,  ò15% of  affected  adolescents  have  a  

close  relative  (parent  or sibling)  who  had  similar symptoms  during  adolescence  or 

young  adulthoodó (113). While  the  discovery  of  a  specific  gene  causing  POTS has yet  to  

happen,  it is probable  that  there  is a  genet ic  component  in a  percentage  of  patients.   

POTS has also been  linked  with  other  disorders  such  as diabetes  (which  can  

cause  various  neuropathies),  autoimmune  disorders  like Sjogrenõs Syndrome,  lupus and  

sarcoidosis  and  frequently  joint  hypermobility  syndro me,  otherwise  recognized  as Ehlers-

Danlos  Syndrome.  POTS can  also manifest  in patients  following  a  precipitating  event  or 

stressor as evidenced  by  patients  who  experience  autonomic  dysfunction  after  a  virus, 

trauma,  pregnancy  or traumatic  brain  injury (Kav i et  al.  286).  

Although  POTS has been  associated  with  multiple  conditions,  the  precise  

relationship  is not  yet  understood.  Researchers  agree  that  genes  may  play  a  causal  

role,  but  have  not  discovered  which  genes  contribute  to  onset  of  POTS. It is unknown  

whether  POTS brought  on  by  physical  stressors or trauma  differs  in pathophysiology.   

More  research  is required  to  continue  a  progression  toward  deeper  understanding  of  

the  condition.   

 

Misdiagnosis  

Because  POTS is still a  relatively  unknown  medical  conditi on,  many  patients  go  

undiagnosed  for  years.  Patients  often  receive  an  incorrect  diagnosis  from  physicians  

who  mistake  the  syndrome  for  depression,  anxiety  and  panic  disorder.  The same  study  

from  Vanderbilt  mentioned  earlier,  set out  to  find  whether  the  pre valence  of  DSM IV 

diagnosesõ like major  depressive  disorder  and  anxiety  disorders  are  greater  in patients  

with  POTS than  the  general  population.  Results of  the  study  suggested  prevalence  of  

lifetime  anxiety  disorders  and  major  depression  are  not  greater  in patients  with  POTS 

than  controls,  and  cognitive  anxiety  assessment methods  did  not  show  differences  

between  POTS patients  and  controls  (Raj et  al.  343). While  POTS patients  are  not  

immune  to  suffering  from  psychological  conditions,  the  illness itself has a  different  

established  underlying  pathology  and  delaying  treatment  can  have  ill effects.   

 The average  POTS patient  goes  years  without  receiving  a  diagnosis  which  holds  

up  proper  treatment,  causing  decreased  functioning  and  quality  of  life. Seeking  out  

specialist  after  specialist  searching  for  answers,  patients  and  their  families  can  face  a  

significant  financial  burden  as expensive  medical  tests are  ordered.  In the  process,  

patients  are  sometimes  prescribed  medications  which  are  more  harmful  than  helpful.  

Mistrust of  doctors  develops  in some,  as patients  become  frustrated  without  finding  

someone  who  can  provide  them  answers.  These patients  are  not  given  medications  

which  have  proven  effectiveness  in people  with  POTS and  are  not  advised  or educated  

about  lifestyle  changes  that  can  improve  symptoms.  More  members  of  the  medical  

community  need  to  become  knowledgeable  about  how  to  pick  up  on  possible  signs 
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and  symptoms  of  postural  orthostatic  tachycardia  syndrome  so they  can  be  referred  to  

institutions  capable  of  diagnosing  and  treating  the  illness.  

 POTS can  be  diagnosed  through  the  usage  of  a  head -up  tilt or simple  orthostatic  

testing  in a  doctorõs office.  An  observed  increase  of  heart  rate  of  30 beats  per  minute  or 

more  within  10 minutes  of  standing  or tilt ta ble  test  is considered  to  meet  criteria  for  a  

diagnosis  of  POTS. In patients  aged  12-19, a  change  of  heart  rate  of  40 beats  per  

minute  is required  to  be  classified  as POTS. A head -up  tilt of  about  70° is believed  to  be  

more  accurate  for  diagnostic  purposes  (Kizilbash et  al.  112), although  tilt table  testing  is 

not  available  at  most  hospitals.  This is yet  one  more  example  of  obstacles  patients  face  

in their  search  for  a  diagnosis.  In addition  to  orthostatic  testing,  a  comprehensive  

patient  history and  autono mic  function  tests can  aid  in determining   the  degree  of  

illness and  impairment.  For patients  exhibiting  gastrointestinal  symptoms,  a  gastric  

emptying  test  can  be  used  to  detect  gastroparesis.   

 

Treatment  

 A combinatory  approach  has shown  to  be  most  effect ive  in combating  postural  

orthostatic  tachycardia  syndrome.  Pharmacological  intervention,  lifestyle  changes  and  

cognitive  behavioral  therapy  are  all  components  of  successful  treatment.  Managing  

the  care  of  patients  with  POTS requires  an  individualized  case  by  case  approach  

because  of  the  highly  heterogenous  nature  of  the  illness. One  size does  not  fit all  and  

what  can  be  helpful  for  one  patient  may  not  show  to  be  beneficial  to  another.  

 Although  Medow  accurately  states,  òthere are  no  U.S. Food  and  Drug  

Admi nistration -approved  regimens  for  this condition  (POTS)ó, a wide  variety  of  

pharmacological  therapies  are  currently  used  by  specialists  (73). They are  imperfect  in 

resolving  symptoms  of  the  condition  because  multiple  medications  used  to  treat  POTS 

can  exace rbate  other  symptoms.  Midodrine,  a  vasoconstrictor,  is one  of  the  more  

commonly  prescribed  medications  as it can  increase  venous  return,  but  must  be  used  

cautiously  because  it can  cause  hypertension.  Fludrocortisone  allows  for  greater  water  

and  salt retent ion,  however,  can  worsen  headaches.  Beta  blockers  are  beneficial  to  a  

portion  of  POTS patients  by  reducing  the  heart  rate,  while  others  are  negatively  

impacted  and  experience  more  severe  fatigue  or hypotension  (Benarroch  1222). The 

cholinesterase  inhibitor  pyridostigmine  has been  shown  to  increase  parasympathetic  

tone,  increase  cardio -vagal  tone  and  decrease  heart  rate,  though  can  cause  

abdominal  cramping  in a  population  already  prone  to  GI upset  (Medow  and  Stewart  

73-74). More  severely  affected  patients  ha ve  been  treated  with  octreotides  which  can  

also cause  ògastrointestinal disturbancesó and  erythropoietin  which  is theorized  to  

increase  blood  volume  and  therefore  alleviate  symptoms  of  POTS (Mathias  et  al.  32). 

Additionally,  these  patients  are  sometimes  ad ministered  IV saline  which  also aids  in 

blood  volume  expansion;  however,  this is inconvenient  for  patients  and  has only  

temporary  effects  (Medow  and  Stewart  73).  

 Potential  benefits  of  pharmacological  treatment  for  POTS patients  are  maximized  

when  paired  with  lifestyle  changes.  In fact,  timely  diagnosis  and  education  can  reduce  
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the  need  for  medications.  The importance  of  staying  hydrated  cannot  be  emphasized  

enough  when  administering  treatment  to  patients  with  POTS. Combined  with  increased  

salt intake,  drinking  a  minimum  of  2 liters of  water  a  day  can  help  maintain  blood  

volume  and  alleviate  symptoms  (Kizilbash et  al.  120). Moderate  exercise  is highly  

recommended  for  patients  with  POTS because  deconditioning  can  have  a  contributory  

effect  on  symptoms.  It is not  uncommon  for  patients  to  experience  exercise  intolerance  

which  leads  to  an  avoidance  of  physically  strenuous  activity.  They in turn  become  more  

deconditioned  leading  to  worsening  of  symptoms  and  further  avoidance  of  exercise.  To 

break  this cycle,  an  exercise  plan  should  be  put  into  effect  to  gradually  increase  the  

level  of  function  for  patients.  Both  aerobic  and  strength  training  should  be  encouraged  

and  incorporated  into  patientsõ lives. Strength  training  in particular  can  stabilize  both  

systolic and  diastolic  blood  pressure and  tolerance  of  orthostatic  stress (Kizilbash et  al.  

123). For more  debilitated  patients  a  gradual  approach  should  be  taken  and  exercise  

in a  pool  can  be  considered.  The environment  of  a  pool  supplies  òbuoyant supportó 

and  òhydrostatic  pressure-enhanced  venous  returnó (Medow  and  Stewart  72). Exercise 

and  increased  fluid  and  salt intake  are  essential  components  of  the  POTS patientõs 

future  wellness.  

 Some patients  with  POTS report  a  benefit  from  support  garments  such  as 

compression  stockings  that  provide  30-40mm  Hg of  pressure which  can  also serve the  

purpose  of  increasing  venous  return  (Medow  and  Stewart  73). Patients  may  also be  

taught  òphysical countermaneuversó like squeezing  large  muscle  groups  such  as the  

buttocks  and  crossing  legs to  produce  increases  in arterial  pressure and  keep  from  

fainting  (Benarroch  1221). 

 Finally, cognitive  behavioral  therapy  can  be  helpful  for  patients  in learning  how  

to  manage  symptoms.  Teaching  patients  techniques  to  cope  with  being  sick such  as 

distraction,  positive  self-talk,  sleep  hygiene  and  activity  pacing  have  demonstrated  to  

be  potentially  helpful  (Kizilbash 124). Chronic  illness takes  an  extreme  toll  on  patients  

and  their  loved  ones.   Support  from  a  mental  health  professional  can  be  beneficia l for  

everyone.   

 

Impact  

 Chronic  illness, especially  during  adolescence,  a  time  when  people  are  

grappling  with  issues of  identity  and  place  in the  world,  has deeply  felt  consequences  

for  patients  and  their  families.  POTS can  have  devastating  effects  on  functioning  levels 

of  patients  which  in some  leads  to  social  isolation,  separation  from  peer  groups,  

education  interference  and  altered  family  dynamics.   

 Patients  with  moderate  to  severe  cases  of  POTS are  likely to  end  up  spending  a  

great  deal  of  time  at  ho me  removed  from  activities  of  normal  daily  life. Involvement  

with  school  and  social  events  drops  off  with  life increasingly  revolved  around  being  sick. 

In some  of  those  affected,  depression  and  low -self esteem  can  develop  because  of  

loneliness and  perceive d  inadequacies.  Some patients  end  up  homebound,  unable  to  

attend  school  altogether.  Peer to  peer  social  relationships  are  vital  to  psychosocial  
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development  and  removal  from  the  school  environment  can  have  long  term  

damaging  effects  on  patientsõ social  skills and  emotional  health.  This problem  is 

compounded  by  the  fact  that  some  patients  become  fearful  of  participating  in 

activities  that  can  bring  on  symptoms  such  as standing,  and  physical  stressors. They may  

exhibit  avoidant  behavior  in an  effort  to   preven t symptom  aggravation  (Kizilbash 124). 

This is yet  one  more  reason  cognitive  behavioral  therapy  can  be  considered  a  viable  

aspect  of  treatment.   

 The education  of  a  POTS patient  can  be  tricky  as a  result of  symptom  

unpredictability  and  prolonged  absences  from  school.  Because  many  school  districts 

have  not  dealt  with  similar situations  before,  they  may  view  absences  as truancy  rather  

than  a  health  issue (Kizilbash 126). It is necessary  to  inform  educators  of  the  

complicated  nature  of  POTS to  make  re-entry  to  the  school  setting  possible  for  patients.  

Reducing  the  period  of  time  spent  out  of  school  should  be  a  high  priority  for  families,  

patients  and  doctors  so as to  give  patients  the  best  possible  option  for  future  

employment  and  remain  in an  age  appropriate  environment  with  their  peer  group.   

 Family dynamics  shift when  there  is a  chronically  sick child.  In the  cases  of  

families  with  multiple  children,  attention  is often  directed  disproportionately  towards  the  

child  with  health  concerns  while  the  ònormaló chil dren  receive  less focus.   Parents  may  

become  hyper  aware  of  their  childõs symptoms,  worrying  frequently  about  their  welfare.  

Family time  can  start  to  revolve  more  around  doctorõs appointments,  hospital  stays and  

medications  rather  than  quality  time  and  tog etherness.  Because  patients  may  struggle  

with  basic  day  to  day  activities,  it is not  uncommon  for  them  to  become  more  

dependent  on  well  intentioned  loved  ones.  Unfortunately,  learned  independence  is a  

crucial  part  of  growing  up  and  must  be  encouraged  whene ver  possible.  When  an  

adolescent  becomes  chronically  ill, they  are  not  the  only  one  whose  life is irrevocably  

changed.  The entire  family  faces  this hardship  together  and  therefore  requires  support  

as well.   

 Sparking  discussion about  postural  orthostatic  tachycardia  syndrome  is of  special  

interest  to  me  because  I was  diagnosed  with  POTS at  the  age  of  12. The time  spent  

searching  for  an  explanation  as to  why  I was  suddenly  experiencing  dizzy spells, 

tachycardia,  stomach  pain,  loss of  appetite,  excessive  fati gue  and  headaches  was  

both  scary  and  confusing.  Thankfully,  I was  diagnosed  within  7 months,  a  relatively  short 

interval  when  compared  with  the  average  for  most  patients.  Being  sick precluded  me  

from  participating  in a  lot  of  the  usual  areas  of  teenage  life including  much  of  middle  

school  and  high  school.   For me,  the  loss of  school --which  I loved  prior  to  becoming  ill--

and  a  normal  social  life was  devastating  and  more  painful  than  any  physical  symptom.  

Fighting  through  concentration  difficulties  made  schoo lwork  arduous  and  missing out  

on  normal  teenage  activities  like spending  time  with  friends,  dating,  prom  and  high  

school  graduation  led  to  feelings  of  loneliness. I am  very  fortunate  to  have  received  first 

rate  medical  care  that  has allowed  for  the  quality  of  life and  high  functioning  level  that  

I enjoy  today,  although  I still struggle  with  the  ramifications  of  being  extremely  sick for  10 

years.  Sadly, not  everyone  with  POTS is so lucky  as to  find  someone  capable  of  
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effectively  treating  the  condition  or simply  have  more  complicated  cases  that  do  not  

improve  over  time.   

  

Discussion and  Conclusion  

 Currently,  no  cure  exists for  POTS and  not  all  patients  respond  to  treatment.  

Roughly  10-20% of  those  affected  do  not  experience  improved  health  and  40% 

continue  to endure  some  symptoms  of  the  condition  (Kavi  et  al.  286). Further research  is 

necessary  to  provide  more  efficacious  options  for  patients  and  an  increased  

understanding  of  the  pathophysiology  itself. Raising awareness  about  POTS is crucial.  

Healthcare  prov iders must  be  more  informed  about  the  nature  of  this syndrome  so they  

can  intervene  early  and  give  patients  the  best  chance  at  a  healthy  future.  

 Healthcare  workers  hold  the  responsibility  for  educating  and  treating  patients  as 

soon  as possible.  Deconditio ning  is more  likely to  occur  in the  absence  of  direction  from  

a  capable  physician.  Because  deconditioning  can  worsen  symptoms  of  orthostatic  

intolerance,  guiding  patients  through  a  gradual  exercise  program  can  hold  a  large  

benefit.  Benarroch  details,  ò[a]lthough  many  patients  are  motivated  to  exercise,  they  

may  initially  exercise  too  vigorously,  leading  to  worsening  of  symptomsó (1222). Patients  

must  be  instructed  about  aggravators  of  symptoms  such  as abrupt  postural  changes,  

high  temperatures,  big  meals  an d  certain  medications  (Kizilbash et  al.  120). Informing  

patients  of  seemingly  simple  dietary  changes  such  as increased  water  and  salt intake  

could  alter  the  course  of  illness. When  combined  with  an  appropriate  medication  

regimen,  these  lifestyle  changes  ca n mean  the  difference  between  years  of  disability  

removed  from  the  work  or school  setting  and  high  functioning  levels. 

 In conjunction  with  addressing  the  physical  health  of  patients  with  POTS, 

emotional  health  concerns  need  to  be  considered  by  doctors  in order  to  optimize  

outcomes.  To combat  the  social  isolation  which  many  patients  undergo,  social  supports  

should  be  encouraged.  Seeking  out  support  groups  can  provide  patients  with  a  

decreased  sense of  social  isolation  and  aid  patients  in setting  attainable  goals  for  

functional  improvement  (Kizilbash et  al.127).  For adolescents  with  POTS, every  effort  

should  be  made  to  avoid  withdrawal  from  the  school  setting  by  parents,  doctors  and  

educators.  While  this is not  always  possible  due  to  illness severity,  it can  help  prevent  

further  segregation  of  patients.  When  presenting  patients  with  a  diagnosis  of  POTS, 

doctors  should  fully explain  the  condition  and  set realistic  expectations  for  patients  

about  the  course  of  illness. Because  there  is no  cure,  a  large  component  of  living  with  

POTS is learning  to  accept  going  through  everyday  activities  of  life with  symptoms  that  

others  do  not  experience  and  taking  every  measure  to  feel  well.  

It is enormously  problematic  that  so many  within  the  healthcare  world  remain  

unaware  of  POTS. This results in patients  receiving  incorrect  treatments  and  can  cause  

patients  to  become  more  afflicted  because  they  are  not  prescribed  the  right  

medications  or given  condition  specific  exercise  and  dietary  instructions.  Raising 

awareness  in the  medi cal  community  can  save  POTS patients  years  of  looking  for  a  

diagnosis.  Placing  a  greater  emphasis  on  POTS and  autonomic  disorders  in medical  
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schools  and  holding  training  seminars for  practicing  doctors  could  increase  the  number  

of  healthcare  workers  who  recognize  the  condition  when  they  come  across  it in 

practice.   

Finally, more  funding  of  POTS research  must  occur  if there  is to  be  any  chance  of  

discovering  a  cure.  Organizations  like Dysautonomia  International  have  worked  tirelessly 

to  increase  the  breadth  of  research,  and  they  have  successfully  raised  funds  for  

research  on  autonomic  disorders.  However,  there  is still much  that  needs  to  be  done  

before  exhaustive  research  on  POTS is complete.  Allocating  resources  to  POTS research  

could  result in the  developme nt  of  new  FDA approved  treatments  and  possibly  one  

day,  a  cure.  I sincerely  hope  that  within  my  lifetime  a  greater  understanding  of  POTS is 

gained  along  with  a  larger  number  of  informed  healthcare  professionals.  
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Abstract  

This paper  analyzes  the  possible  causes  of  crises in the  real  estate  sector  and  their  

relationship  to  financial  crises in the  United  States economy  during  the  last four  

decades.  It tests David  Harvey's  theory  of  an  urban  crisis due  to  financialization  which  

thus triggers  a  crisis in the  financial  world  by  analyzing  theoretical  and  empirical  

evidence  in favor  and  against  this interpr etation.  It concludes  with  policies  that  could  

be  suggested  to  alleviate  or reverse  crises in the  future.  
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Introduction  

 The 2007- 2009 financial  crisis sent almost  all  players  of  the  market  on  a  frantic  

hunt  for  explanations.  The most  recent  crisis has encompassed  housing  markets,  

mortgage  markets,  and  finance  and  credit  markets.  The result was catastrophic.  From 

December  2007 to  June  2009, the  United  States economy  experienced  òThe Great  

Recessionó and  to  this day,  the  US economy  is still recovering.  The public  wants  to  know  

the  reasons  for  the  crisis and  what  cost  them  their  home,  their  job,  and  their  wealth.  The 

government  wants  to  know  why  and  how  it happened.  More  than  anyone  else, the  

banks  and  firms on  Wall  Street,  who  were  caught  in the  front  row  seat  of  this mega  crisis, 

want  to  know  what  went  wrong.   Very  few  experts  were  able  to  foresee  the  crisis and  

the  question  that  remains  is whether  the  2007- 2009 financial  crisis was  a  systematic  crisis 

as a  result of  the  capitalist  system or a  once -in-a-life-time  event?   

 David  Harvey,  a  distinguished  professor  of  geography  at  the  CUNY Graduate  

Center,  claims  that  urbanization  and  development  in the  real  estate  sector  ultimately  

lead  to  the  crisis in financial  markets. 1  To test  Harveyõs theory,  I analyzed  three  historical  

periods:  the  crises of  1970s, the  Savings and  Loan  Crisis of  1987- 1990, and  the  financial  

crisis of  2007-2009. These three  historical  periods  marked  some  of  the  most  important  

eras of  capitalist  history, along  with  the  Great  Depression,  and  I intend  to  provide  a  

possible  explanation  for  some  of  the  questions  that  emerged  as a  result of  the  financial  

crisis of  2007-2009. In addition,  the  research  aims to  identify  policies  that  will hopefully  

alleviate  future  real  estate  crises and  reduce  the  potential  to  generate  crises in 

financial  markets.  

Literature  Review   

A large  number  of  authors  have  investigated  the  cyclical  movement  of  prices  in the  

housing  market  and  its relationship  to  the  cyclical  movement  of  the  economy  as a  

whole  or so called  òbusiness cyclesó.  The concept  of  housing  long  cycles  (cycles  

between  15 and  25 years  long),  also known  as òKuznets cyclesó, was first introduced  by  

Nobel  Prize laureate  Simon Kuznets in 1930. Kuznets cycles  refer  to  the  levels or rates  of  

economic  growth  in the  categories  of  capital  formulation,  agricultural  production,  

construction  output,  migration,  and  different  segments  of  trade  and  trade  balances.  

Although  a  number  of  authors 2 claim  that  Kuznets cycles  are  a  feature  of  the  pre - 1913 

era,  Gottlieb  (1976) argues  otherwise.  Gottliebõs study  analyzes  the  patterns  of  housing  

long  cycles  and  concludes  that  local  and  national  cycles  typically  move  together.  

Gottliebõs analysis in conjunction  with  Mera  and  Renaudõs (2000) research  suggests that  

when  housing  p rices decline  and  the  real  estate  sector  contracts,  the  economy  as a  

whole  also experiences  a  contraction.  Agnello  and  Schuknecht  (2010) conclude  that  

domestic  credit  and  interest  rates  have  significant  influences  on  the  probability  of  

booms  and  busts occu rring in the  housing  market.  Their research  also finds that  recent  

housing  booms  have  been  amongst  the  longest  in the  past  four  decades.  These 

findings  provide  evidence  of  the  continuing  existence  of  the  òKuznets cycles.ó In 

                                                 
1 See Harvey (2012). 
2 Abramovitz (1968), Solomou (2008), and Brinley (1954). 
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addition,  deregulation  of  finan cial  markets  has strongly  magnified  the  impact  of  the  

domestic  financial  sector  on  the  occurrence  of  booms.  While  a  number  of  authors  

address  the  mechanisms  that  influence  the  appearances  of  cycles  and  bubbles  in the  

real  estate  market,  none  of  them  link it directly  to  the  banks.  Herring  and  Wachterõs 

(1999) researched  the  lags  in construction  and  the  imperfect  foresight  with  regards  to  

future  demand  and  the  bankõs willingness  to  fund  real  estate  projects  as real  estate  

prices  rise. Hilbers, Lei, and  Zacho  (2001) analyze  the  characteristics  and  functioning  of  

real  estate  markets  and  their  connection  to  the  financial  sector  to  determine  the  

conditions  for  real  estate  booms  and  busts including  its supply  and  demand  and  its 

impact  on  the  financial  sector.  The authors  emphasize  the  probability  of  unbalanced  

real  estate  price  developments  leading  to  problems  in the  financial  sector  and  

formulate  the  correlation  between  financial  sector  crisis and  high  exposure  of  banks  to  

the  real  estate  sector.   These authors  arg ue  that  the  higher  the  exposure  of  banks  to  

real  estate,  the  more  amplified  the  cycles  in real  estate  markets  become.  These authors  

are  among  the  few  who  raised  the  alarm  and  forewarned  of  the  consequences  of  

escalating  housing  prices  during  the  2000s.  Finally,  Harvey  (2012) claims  that  financial  

crises are  closely  associated  to  suburbanization  and  urban  economics  such  as 

investment  in the  building  environment  with  housing  and  infrastructure  as the  roots  of  

the  crises.  Harvey  (2012) disagrees  with  Shiller (2011)õs claim  that  the  recent  housing  

bubble  was  a  òrare event,  not  to  be  repeated  for  many  decadesó.  Shiller (2011) argues  

that  the  enormous  housing  bubble  of  the  early  2000s òisnõt comparable  to  any  national  

or international  housing  cycle  in history. Previous bubbles  have  been  smaller  and  more  

regionaló. Harvey  (2012) disagrees.  He claims  that  this is an  inaccurate  reading  of  

capitalismõs history and  the  fact  that  this interpretation  is generally  accepted  proves  

that  there  is a  serious blind  spot  in co ntemporary  economic  thinking.  Harvey  (2012) 

argues  instead  that  there  is an  inevitable  connection  between  urbanization  of  the  real  

estate  sector  and  the  financial  world  and  that  the  occurrence  of  a  crisis within  the  real  

estate  sector  leads  to  crises withi n the  financial  sector  and  may  even  lead  to  global  

crises. Harvey  concludes  that  financial  crises since  1973 resulted  from  urbanization  

within  the  real  estate  sector.  From the  crisis of  1973 that  began  with  a  global  property  

market  crash  and  wiped  out  several banks,  to  the  commercial  property -led  Savings 

and  Loans Crisis of  1987-90 that  cost  United  States taxpayers  some  $200 billion,  and  the  

most  recent  financial  crisis of  2007-09, ôlandõ and  ôurban economicsõ mattered,  not  only  

in the  sense of  regional  crises but  also as triggers  with  global  ramifications.  Harveyõs 

belief  that  urban  economics  is the  force  and  source  behind  the  crashing  of  the  

financial  markets  is strengthened  by  the  findings  in Goetzmann  and  Newman  (2010). 

These studies conclude  that  proper ty market  booms  and  busts are  intimately  entwined  

with  speculative  financial  flows.  The greater  the  share  of  the  property  market  in the  

Gross Domestic  Product,  the  more  likely it will become  a  source  of  macroeconomic  

crises.  This was  in part  proven  by  the  financial  crisis of  2007-2009 during  which  housing  

mortgages  took  up  to  40 percent  of  the  Gross Domestic  Product.   In sum, for  Harvey  the  

drivers of  housing  cycles  are  òfictitiousó capitals  accrued  in real  estate  and  its collateral  
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value.   Fictitious  capi tals, in short, are  money  generated  by  future  expectations.  In 

addition,  according  to  Harvey,  the  political  pressure put  onto  financial  institutions  like 

Fannie  Mae  and  Freddie  Mac  to  lower  their  lending  standards  to  accommodate  the  

housing  boom  along  with  the  low  interest  rate  favored  by  Alan  Greenspan  at  the  

Federal  Reserve Bank, played  an  important  role  in fueling  the  boom.  But as Groetzmann  

and  Newman  (2010) argue,  finance  backed  by  the  State  can  build  cities  and  suburbs 

but  they  cannot  necessarily  make  them  pay,  so what  really  fuelled  the  demand  for  

housing?   The authors  conclude  that  financial  institutions  determined  to  a  certain  

degree  both  supply  and  demand  in the  housing  market.  The same  financial  institutions  

provided  the  finance  to  build  and  the  finance  to  buy  what  was  been  built.  This, in turn,  

resulted  in capital  gains  and  the  power  to  manipulate  both  supply  and  demand.   

After  reviewing  the  literature  on  housing  crises, the  macroeconomic  question  that  arises 

is:  What  theories  are  the  ones  that  most accurately  describe  how  crises unfold,  and  

what  policies  can  be  implemented  to  alleviate  real  estate  crises? In the  next  section  I 

use David  Harveyõs theory  of  urban  crisis to  analyze  the  1970õs crisis, the  savings and  

loan  crisis of  1987, and  the  fina ncial  crisis of  the  2007-2009. 

 

Comparative  Analysis   

The Housing  Crisis of  the  1970s Reuss (2009) claims  that  severe  crises expose  serious 

defects  in the  existing  òsocial structure  of  accumulationó and  may  result in overturning  

the  old  framework  and  the  establishment  of  a  new  one.  Furthermore,  the  most  severe  

crises can  even  threaten  the  existence  of  the  capitalist  system through  political  shuffling  

and  its collateral  damages.  Reussõs arguments  align  with  those  of  Kotz (2009): while  the  

Great  Depression  created  a  relatively  large  government  role  and  allowed  the  

formation  of  powerful  unions  in major  industries, also known  as the  period  of  òregulated 

capitalism,ó the  crises of  the  1970s brought  in an  era  of  a  diminishing  government  role  

and  weakening  unions,  also known  as the  period  of  òneoliberal capitalism.ó In other  

words,  the  crisis of  the  1970s served  as the  pivot  between  the  two  different  eras of  

United  States capitalism.  Harvey  (2012) claims  that  there  have  been  hundreds  of  

financial  crises since  1973 (compared  to  very  few  prior  to  that)  and  that  many  of  them  

have  been  property  or urban -development -led.  He also argues  that  the  real  estate  

boom  in the  early  1970s can  be  measured  by  the  fact  that  Real Estate Investment  Trust 

Assets in the  United  States gre w from  $2 billion  in 1969 to  $20 billion  in 1973, and  that  

commercial  bank  mortgage  loans  increased  from  $66.7 billion  to  $113.6 billion  over  the  

same  period.  Harvey  reinforces  his claim  by  showing  that  the  property  market  crash  in 

the  spring  of  1973 spilled  over  into  the  fiscal  crises of  local  states  (e.g.  New  York Cityõs 

fiscal  crisis of  1975) due  to  a  decline  in government  revenue,  which  would  not  have  

happened  had  the  recession  been  only  about  oil as argued  by  the  conventional  

explanation  that  the  1973-74 oil embargo  caused  the  crisis.  Harvey  (2012) argues  

instead  that  the  crisis was  the  result of  a  global  property  market  crash.  The Competition  

and  Credit  Control  of  the  1971 reform  brought  the  abolition  of  credit  controls  on  all  

banks  in the  UK and  caus ed  a  sharp  increase  in competition  in the  global  banking  
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sector.  Together  with  a  relaxation  of  macroeconomic  policies,  the  result was  an  

exacerbated  increase  in lending,  and  a  stock  market  and  property  boom.  While  major  

banks  also took  advantage  of  the  situation,  the  secondary  banks  expanded  their  

balance  sheets rapidly  with  lending  to  the  property  and  construction  companies.  With 

the  floating  exchange  rates  established  in the  global  markets  in the  early  1970s, many  

banks  decided  to  invest  heavily  in the  global  commercial  market  without  taking  into  full 

consideration  the  risks of  unstable  currency.  The oil embargo  of  1973 later  became  the  

Oil Crisis of  1973 when  the  oil price  experienced  an  unprecedented  hike  (first double,  

then  quadruple  from  October  1973 to January  1974) and  contributed  to  a  heightening  

of  volatility  in the  global  markets  including  the  commercial  property  sector  and  a  very  

much  disrupted  pattern  of  cash  flows including  the  depreciation  of  many  exchange  

currencies.  To counter  the  situation,  authorities  in 1973 acted  to  reduce  the  demand  of  

oil, and  the  inflation  that  came  with  it, by  raising interest  rates  and  tightening  fiscal  

policy.  As a  result, within  the  two  years  from  1973 to  1975, and  aggravated  by  the  oil 

crisis, the  global  property  market  devalued  and  crashed,  which  subsequently  caused  

many  banks,  mostly  secondary  banks  whose  assets were  principally  secured  by  

collaterals  from  assets in the  real  estate  sector,  to  fall.  The crashing  of  the  global  

property  market  and  the  crisis of  1973 ð 1974 provide  evidence  in support  of  Harveyõs 

argument  that  the  real  estate  sector  caused  of  the  1970sõ crisis, and  of  the  strong  

correlation  between  crises within  the  real  estate  sector  and  financial  markets.  Figure 1 

below  shows housing  prices  peaked  in 1972 right  before  the  oil embargo  and  then  fell  

until  1974.  

 

              Source:  Online  Data  ð Robert  Shiller, http://www.econ.yale.edu  

/~shiller/data.htm   

 

The Savings &Loan  Crisis of  1987 - 1990 

 The Savings & Loan  (S&L) crisis of  1987-1990 was  one  of  the  worst  financial  

scandals  in United  States history.  As Harvey  (2012) argues,  the  S&L crisis was  
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commercial -property -led  and  it was  caused  by  the  collapse  of  several  hundred  

financial  institutions  within  the  S&L industry.  The S&L industry  was  making  money  by  

providing  services  to  working -class and  middle -class people,  in addition  to  low -interest  

mortgages.  When  stagflation  (stagnation  coupled  with  inflation)  in the  late  1970s and  

early  1980s first appeared,  investors abandoned  their  S&L accounts  for  Treasury  

securities,  money  market  funds,  and  other  financial  instruments  with  a  much  higher  rate.  

By the  1980s more  than  two -thirds of  the  original  3,000 S&L institutions  were  on  the  brinks 

of  bankruptcy.   M. H. Ferrara  and  M. P. LaMeau  (2012) argue  that  the Garn -St. Germain  

Depository  Institutions  Act  of  1982 was  the  final  step  in the  process  of  deregulating  the  

financial  industry.  It allowed  S&L to  invest  directly  in shorter -term  enterprises  such  as real  

estate  development,  securities,  and  commercial  loans . The act  also allowed  S&L to  pay  

market  interest  rates  on  deposits.  However,  the  most  important  part  of  the  act  was  that  

it increased  federal  insurance  on  deposits  from  US$40,000 to  US$100,000 per  account.  

Shortly after,  S&Ls began  engaging  in risky investments  (e.g.  land  development  

schemes).  In 1989, when  land  and  real  estate  prices  started  to  decrease,  S&Ls suffered  

major  losses.  Figure 2 below  shows that  housing  prices  peaked  in 1989 and  then  

collapsed  reaching  a  trough  in 1991. One  poignant  reason  fo r the  staggering  losses was  

fraud.  In February  1989, Congress  passed  the  Financial  Institutions  Reform  Recovery  and  

Enforcement  Act  (FIRREA). The S&L industry  was  reregulated  with  stricter  guidelines  and  

S&L institutions  were  forced  to  return  to  their  orig inal  purpose  and  hold  at  least  70 

percent  of  their  assets in residential  real  estate.  FIRREA ended  the  immediate  crisis, but  

the  cost  of  the  bailout  and  restructuring  of  the  S&L industry  would  take  decades  to  pay  

off.   The United  States federal  government  was  forced  to  borrow  huge  sums to  cover  

the  cost.  The cost  of  the  bailout  and  the  real  estate  glut  caused  fuelled  speculation  

and  led  to  a  recession  that  cost  the  United  States hundreds  of  millions of  dollars.  From 

1990 to  1995, the  Resolution  Trust Corpor ation  (RTC) closed  747 Savings and  Loan  

Institutions,  including  211 in Texas, and  sold off  $460 billion  in assets and  $225 billion  in 

deposit  liabilities.   
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              Source : Online  Data  ð Robert  Shiller, http://www.econ.yale.edu  

/~shiller/data.htm  

 

More  than  25 million  bank  accounts  were  affected.  United  States regulators  charged  

1,100 people  with  fraud  related  to  the  S&L crisis, securing  convictions  in 839 cases.  By 

1990 the  estimated  cost  to  the  taxpayers  for  the  S&L bailout  had  reached  $500 billion . 

Baughman,  et  al.,  (2001) estimated  that  the  cost  to  taxpayers  for  the  bailout  reached  

$500 billion  by  1990. As described  above,  the  manipulative  nature  of  the  S&L crisis of  

1987- 1990 makes  it very  clear  to  see that  the  connection  between  the  financial  world  

and  the  real  estate  sector  exists and  it also confirms  Harvey  (2012)õs theory  that  urban  

crisis due  to  financialization  triggers  a  crisis in the  financial  world.  Conventional  

economists  (Ely, 2008; Ely and  Vanderhoff,  1991; Fand,  1991) believe  that  the causes  of  

the  S&L crisis of  1987 - 1990 stemmed  from  public  policies.  However,  while  public  policies  

such  as the  Garn -St. Germain  Depository  Institutions  Act  of  1982 deregulated  the  

financial  industry,  my  analysis of  the  S&L crisis supports  Harveyõs theo ry that  urbanization  

and  financialization  of  the  real  estate  sector  were  the  primary  drivers of  the  crisis. 

 

The Financial  Crisis of  2007-2009 

 The Financial  Crisis of  2007-2009 began  in the  summer  of  2007. It encompassed  

housing  markets,  mortgage  markets,  and  finance  and  credit  markets.  It proved  

Harveyõs theory  that  a  housing  crisis in the  real  estate  sector  leads  to  a  crisis in the  

financial  world  and  can  have  global  ramifications  that  can  lead  to  a  global  economic  

downhaul.  As shown  in Figure 3 below,  housing  prices  reached  a  peak  in mid - 2006, 

then  fell  until  2009. The expectations  of  continuing  expansion  in the  housing  market  fell  

short and  to  many  participants  of  the  market  it was  an  unsuspected  and  unanticipated  

incident.  An  increasing  number  of  borr owers  could  not  meet  their  mortgage  payments,  

especially  those  with  subprime  mortgages.  Major  financial  institutions  (e.g.  Bear Sterns, 

100

105

110

115

120

125

130

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992

Figure 2 - Real Home Price Index: 1984-1991



 

 
 

Page 30 of 182 

Lehman  Brothers, Merrill Lynch,  and  AIG)  forever  lost their  standing  in the  market.   R. L. 

Wilson (2009) states  that  òfederal  government  agencies,  notably  the  Federal  Reserve 

and  the  Treasury, intervened  at  many  points  to  try to  prevent  matters  from  getting  

worse.ó At  the  same  time,  stock  prices  were  falling  rapidly.  Wilson (2009) identified  the  

layering  of  debts  through  several  stages  of  financial  intermediation  as one  of  the  

contributing  factors  to  why  the  collapse  was  so severe:  ògrassroots lenders  initiated  

mortgages,  some  of  which  they  held  pending  resale,  borrowing  80 to  90 percent  of  the  

value  of  their  holdingsó. Fannie and  Freddie  bought  mortgages  using mostly  borrowed  

money.  They and  other  firms pooled  some  mortgages  into  Collateralized  Debt  

Obligations  (CDOs),  some  of  which  they  held  pending  resale  and  they  financed  most  of  

these  purchases  by  borrowing.   
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Hedge  funds  bought  the  high -risk equity  tranches  of  CDOs also by  borrowing.  For every  

$100 of  underlying  mortgage  debt,  there  could  easily  be  $500 or more  of  interlocking  

institutional  debts.  Interwoven  with  these  were  the  debts  implicit  in the  purchase  and  

sale of  Credit -Default  Swaps (CDS). A CDS is a  credit  derivative  contract  designed  to  

transfer  the  credit  exposure  of  fixed  income  products  between  parties;  the  purchaser  of  

the  swap  makes  payments  to  the  seller until  the  maturity  date  of  the  contract  while  the  

seller agrees  to  pay  off  a  third  party  debt  if this party  defaults  on  the  loan.  It is similar to  

an  insurance  against  non -payment.  However,  when  buying  CDS the  buye r is also 

buying  the  speculation  of  the  possibility  that  the  third  party  will default.  As a  result, firms 

that  were  deeply  involved  with  CDOs were  most  likely to  experience  a  crisis.3  Also, 

                                                 
3 Collateralized Debt Obligations, a credit product created by asset- backed securities that breaks down 
different pools of debt obligations such as mortgages, loans, line of credits and etcetera into different 
segments that mature in lesser time to entice more investors. 
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Wilson argues  that  relatively  small increases  in mortgage  default s became  magnified  

for  several  reasons:   

¶ Firms that  made  major  investments  in CDOs, or in mortgages  were  heavily  

dependent  on  short-term  loans,  needed  to  be  rolled -over  continuously.  Inability  

to  renew  loans  precipitated  most  of  the  firm closures.   

¶ Most  firms did  not  have  capital  accounts  sufficient  to  cover  their  risk exposure.  

The capital  account  shows the  amount  by  which  the  value  of  assets exceeds  

the  value  of  liabilities.  Fannie  and  Freddie  had  capital  accounts  less than  2 

percent  of  their  assets.  A decline  of  2 percent  in the  value  of  their  assets would  

make  them  technically  insolvent.  Government  regulations  establish  minimum  

capital  requirements,  but  in many  cases  these  were  not  large  enough.  A major  

reason  was  that  many  firms had  extensive  òoff-bala nce -sheetó liabilities,  such  as 

loan  guarantees.  Firms like AIG had  more  liabilities  than  they  acknowledged,  

and  the  rules for  minimum  capital  failed  to  adjust  for  these  invisible  liabilities.   

¶ Firms that  sold large  amounts  of  CDS, such  as Fannie,  Freddie,  and  AIG,  believed  

they  were  providing  òinsurance.ó They had  elaborate  computer  algorithms  to  

calculate  probabilities  of  loss. The calculations  were  simply wrong,  and  the  

sellers did  not  have  enough  solid assets to  cover  their  bad  bets.  

Harvey  (2012) provi des a  different  explanation  of  the  financial  crisis of  2007-2009.  He 

argues  that  the  cause  of  the  crisis was  fictitious  capital  or a  capital  built  on  credit.  As an  

example  he  presents  the  case  of  a  bank  that  lends  to  a  consumer  to  buy  a  house  and  

receives  interest  in return;  it makes  it seem  as if something  is going  on  in the  house  that  is 

directly  producing  the  value  when  that  is not  the  case.  He claims  that  while  fictitious  

capital  is necessary  in capitalism,  it must  be  justified  by  the  production  of  val ue  and  

surplus. Another  component  of  fictitious  capital  is that  some  of  the  flow  can  be  used  to  

generate  value.  That is when  the  product  is converted  into  a  place  of  production  or 

becomes  part  of  the  production  chain.  Hence  òwhen banks  lend  to  other  banks,  it 

became  apparent  that  all  manner  of  both  socially  unnecessary  side- payments  and  

speculative  movements  become  possible,  built  upon  the  perpetually  shifting  terrain  of  

fluctuating  asset values.ó4 These asset values  undergo  a  critical  capitalization  proce ss 

so they  can  be  transferred  and  traded  in the  money  market.  The problem  in 2008 

became  ôhow to  value  such  assets when  there  is no  market  for  them?õ and  until  today,  

no  one  really  knows  how  toxic  the  assets that  Fannie  Mae  held  are.  Harvey  concludes  

that  these  predatory  practices  are  fuelled  by  the  profit  motive.  While  the  bonuses  on  

Wall  Street  were  soaring,  it is estimated  the  assets held  by  low -income  African  American  

communities  lost somewhere  between  71 and  93 billion  dollars  in value.  Even more  

aston ishing was  the  fact  that  over  a  million  foreclosures  were  illegal.  Harveyõs theory  

that  economic  crises are  a  reflection  of  the  failure  of  capitalism  collides  with  Shillerõs 

(2011) claim  that  the  recent  housing  bubble  was  a  òrare event,  not  to  be  repeated  for  

many  decadesó. In an  interview  with  Nigel  Warburton  at  Social  Science  Space,  Shiller 

explains  the  financial  crisis of  2007 as follows:  òéThe way  it began  is home  prices  started  

                                                 
4 Harvey (2012). 
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falling  rapidly.  Many  people  had  committed  themselves  to  mortgages  and  now  the  

debt  was  worth  more  than  the  house  was  worth,  they  canõt come  up  with  the  money  to  

pay  off  the  mortgage  and  so it kind  of  lead  to  a  world  financial  crisis. So why  did  that  

happen?  Conventional  economics  theory  canõt seem  to  get  at  the  answer,  which  I 

would  say is, we  had  a  speculative  bubble  driven  by  excessive  optimism,  driven  by  

public  inattention  to  risks of  such  an  eventuality,  and  errors in managing  the  mortgage  

contracts  that  were  made.  There are  no  errors in conventional  economics:  itõs all 

ratio nal  optimization.ó  Although  Harvey  and  Shiller agree  that  the  financial  crisis of  2007 

ð 2009 began  in the  housing  sector,  their  thoughts  on  conventional  economics  varied.  

Harveyõs argument  that  there  is something  seriously wrong  with  capitalism  contradic ts 

Shillerõs claim  that  there  are  no  errors in conventional  economics:  it is all  rational  

optimization.  From my  study  of  the  major  crisis in the  past  four  decades,  I believe  that  

Harveyõs argument  is more  accurate.   

 

Conclusion   

This research  paper  tested  Harveyõs theory  that  there  is a  connection  between  

financialization  and  urbanization  of  the  real  estate  sector  and  that  suburbanization  and  

overinvestment  in the  housing  market  triggered  the  crises in the  financial  sector.  I also 

agree  with  Harvey  (2012) that  a  crisis with  the  magnitude  of  the  financial  crisis of  2007 ð 

2009 is an  alarming  situation  and  it proves  that  there  is a  serious blind  spot  in 

contemporary  economic  thinking.  On  one  hand,  investment  in the  housing  market  and  

urbanization  stimulate  the  economy  and  propel  it forward.  In the  event  of  a  crisis, 

urbanization  and  suburbanization  will absorb  surplus capital  and  labor  that  

accompanies  the  crisis, and  as a  result bring  the  economy  out  of  the  crisis as it did  in 

the  1940s, in the  aftermath  of  the Great  Depression.  On  the  other  hand,  investment  in 

the  urban  sector  is driven  by  the  profit  motive  and  its constant  push for  more  and  more  

profit,  focused  primarily  on  asset accumulation,  starting  in the  1970s, ultimately  leading  

to  over  investment  in the building  sector.  Meanwhile,  as investment  in assets 

accumulates  and  the  capital  surplus absorption  grows,  its links to  the  financial  sector  

are  strengthened.  Driven  by  the  profit  motive,  the  parties  involved  in the  building  sector  

seek to  create  more  val ue,  and  to  that  end,  they  invest  heavily  on  financial  products  

such  as stocks and  bonds.  Unfortunately,  due  to  the  never  ending  and  never  ceasing  

intent  to  profit,  this behavior  creates  speculation  on  asset values.  As the  speculation  on  

asset values  increa ses, a  bubble  is formed;  as investments  and  reinvestments  follow  

price  is pushed -up  and  it causes  the  bubble  to  grow  in a  self-feeding  cycle,  fed  by  

investments  and  reinvestments,  until  finally  the  bubble  bursts. While  rising housing  prices  

translate  into  higher  asset value,  the  majority  of  the  population,  particularly  those  on  

the  lower  tier  of  the  economy,  cannot  afford  the  escalated  prices  that  come  along  

with  higher  value.  Thus, the  bubble  bursts, and  the  economy  experience  a  crisis.  

Through  my  analysi s of  the  three  historical  periods:  the  crisis of  the  1970s and  the  Savings 

& Loan  crisis of  1987 ð 1990, the  link between  urbanization  and  financial  crises is 

established  and  it proves  to  be  deeply  woven  into  the  capitalist  economy  and  
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embedded  in the  capi talist  system; therefore,  a  crisis with  the  magnitude  of  the  

financial  crisis of  2007 ð 2009 is most  likely able  to  occur  again  in the  future.  That is unless 

certain  measures  are  taken  to  hopefully  alleviate  future  real  estate  crises and  to  

prevent  or redu ce  the  potential  to  generate  crises in financial  markets.  One  of  the  

interesting  ideas  that  Harvey  (2009) proposes  is to  have  municipal  governments  pass 

anti -eviction  ordinances  as some  places  in France  have  done.  Another  idea  is for  the  

government  to  set up  a  municipal  housing  corporation  that  would  assume  the  

mortgages  and  pay  off  the  banks  so that  foreclosures  can  be  prevented.  I agree  with  

Harvey  on  both  proposals.   The first proposal  could  help  protect  those  in danger  of  

eviction  from  losing their  home , and  the  second  proposal  could  help  those  who  are  

about  to  lose their  homes,  keep  them.  However,  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  ideas,  I 

will suggest  that  if not  the  federal  government,  then  municipal  governments  should  

adopt  certain  policies  that  will give  it jurisdiction  to  govern  and  regulate  the  financial  

industry  so that  a  scenario  where  an  individualõs debt  on  his or her  house  exceeds  the  

worth  of  the  house  cannot  happen  again.  Since in both  the  Savings & Loan  Crisis of  

1987 ð 1990 and  the  financial  cr isis of  2007 ð 2009 government  intervention  was  required  

to  prevent  the  meltdown  of  the  economy,  then  why  not  have  the  government  

intervene  from  the  start?  I am  not  proposing  that  the  United  States should  return  to  

government -regulated  capitalism,  I am  suggesting  that  the  government  should  know  or 

have  the  ability  to  find  out  what  is going  on  in the  financial  world  during  the  crisis if not  

before  the  crisis erupts.  Therefore,  even  if a  crisis is unavoidable,  the  U.S. economy  can  

weather  the  storm better,  recover  better  and  limit  the  losses to  a  minimum.   
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Being  only  a  daughter  for  my  father  meant  my  destiny  would  lead  me  to  become  

someoneõs wife.  Thatõs what  he  believed.  But when  I was  in fifth  grade  and  shared  my  

plans  for  college  with  him,  I was  sure he  understood.  I remember  my  father  saying,  

òQue bueno  miõha, thatõs good.ó That meant  a  lot  to  me,  especially  since  my  brother  

thought  the  idea  hilarious.  What  I didnõt realize  was  that  my  father  thought  college  was  

good  for  girlsñgood  for  finding  a  husband.  After  four  years  in college  and  two  in 

graduate  school,  and  still no  husband,  my  father  shakes his head  even  now  and  says I 

wasted  all  that  education.  Sandra  Cisneros, òOnly Daughteró 

 

Introduction  

Women  of  color  have  been  producing  a  literature  of resistance  since  the  late  1960s 

with  the  emergence  of  the  womenõs movement  in Latin  and  North  America.  

Significantly,  in North  America  there  emerged  the  feminist  Chicana  voice  of  Sandra  

Cisneros. The daughter  of  a  Mexican  father  and  Mexican -American  moth er, Cisneros 

has addressed  these  issues in her  stories, essays, and  poems  in order  to  highlight  the  

stereotypes,  alienation,  and  degradation  of  women  in Mexican  American  culture.  In 

this paper,  I will analyze  how  Cisneros has critiqued  Latino  culture  throu gh  her  

acclaimed  short story collections  Woman  Hollering  Creek  and  House on  Mango  Street;  

her  nonfiction,  including  her  essay òOnly Daughteró; and  her  introduction  to  the  25th 

anniversary  edition  of  A House on  Mango  Street,  A House of  My Own.  Essentially, 

Cisneros interrogates  the  patriarchal  structure  of  her  culture  in relation  to  the  role  of  wife  

and  daughter;  her  literature  òTalks backó to  the  patriarchal  system that  has silenced  

Latin  American  women  for  centuries  by  exposing  and  challenging  the  symbols  

embedded  within  the  culture  and  illuminating  how  these  harmful  symbols  have  

marginalized  Latinas.  

 

Cisnerosõs personal  relationship  with  her  family,  and  in particular  her  father,  six brothers,  

and  the  Latino  men  in her  community,  has deeply  informed  her  wo rk, which  functions  

as a  commentary  on  the  rigid  expectations  of  gender  roles. For instance,  Latino  

families,  like many  other  cultures,  generally  emphasize  domesticity  rather  than  

encourage  women  to  pursue  a  professional  identity;  consequently,  Latinas  are  

rendered  dependent,  powerless,  and  subservient.  Cisneros addresses  this issue in her  

essay, òOnly Daughter,ó for  example,  by  highlighting  her  fatherõs apathy  towards  her  

pursuit  of  higher  education  and  a  professional  career:  òBeing only  a  daughter  for  my  

father  meant  my  destiny  would  lead  me  to  become  someoneõs wife.  Thatõs what  he  
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believedó (òOnly Daughteró). Here,  Cisneros exposes  how  Latino  culture  fosters male  

domination  and  thus devalues  education  because  it serves to  empower  Latina  women.  

Empowered  Latinas  are  threatening  Latinas.  

 

In weaving  her  personal  female  experience ñand  the  female  experiences  of  various  

Latinas,  like her  mother ñinto  her  literature,  Cisneros opens  a  space  where  the  lives of  

silenced  women  can  be  exposed.  In an  interview  about  he r book  The House on  Mango  

Street,  Cisneros explains,  òMy intent  was  to  write  stories that  donõt get  told ñmy  motherõs 

stories, my  studentsõ stories, the  stories of  women  in the  neighborhood,  the  stories of  

those  people  who  donõt have  the  ability  to  document  their  livesó (òReturning to  Oneõs 

Houseó). In other  words,  Cisnerosõs work  represents  the  women  she has met  on  her  

personal  journey  to  female  liberation.  By investigating  Cisnerosõs fiction  and  nonfiction ñ

that  is, by  analyzing  her  resistance  to  the  matern al/daughter  and  dependent  roleñwe  

may  be  able  to  see how  these  cultural  constraints  have  had  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  

Latina  identity  and  thus inspire us to  move  towards  a  much -needed  reevaluation  and  

change  to  the  cultureõs ethos.  

 

1. Historical  and  Cu ltural  Context  

In order  to  appreciate  Cisnerosõs feminist  standpoint  and  Latinasõ experiences  in 

general,  it is important  to  define  and  explain  the  origins of  patriarchy  in relation  to  the  

oppression  confronting  all  Latin  Americans  since  the  sixteenth  cent ury. Specifically,  Latin  

Americans  have  been  dominated  and  oppressed  since  the  Spanish colonization  of  

Central  and  South America.  During  this period  of  tyranny  and  settlement,  the  Americas  

underwent  a  significant  transformation,  the  most  evident  being  the  birth  of  a  new  

people ñthe  Mestiza/Mestizo.  Historically  speaking,  this important  term  originated  in 

colonial  times  and  referred  to  mixed  people  who  descended  from  the  Spaniard  soldiers 

and  male  settlers who  engaged  in sexual  relations  with  indigenous  women . It is 

important  to  note  that  these  Spanish men  rarely  ever  married  the  Indian  women;  

therefore,  to  be  Mestiza/o  meant  by  definition  to  be  illegitimate.  During  this colonial  

era,  the  Spaniard  stripped  the  Indians  of  their  power  through  violence  and  

discrimination;  in addition,  they  imposed  upon  the  people  the  religious  beliefs  of  

Spaniard  Catholicism  through  tyrannical  rule. According  to  historian  Arturo  Arias, òIn the  

conquest  itself, indigenous  people  endured  the  destruction  of  their  cities  and  their  

cul tures, the  rape  of  their  women  and  the  enslavement  of  their  men  . . . . Those who  

survived  were  forced  to  accommodate  their  perception  of  the  world  to  new  cultural  

and  social  realities.ó In other  words,  Mestizos or Latinos  are  a  people  who  lived  under  

the  oppression  of  identity,  violence,  and  subjugation  from  the  very  first moment  of  

colonization;  indeed,  it is this specific  kind  of  cultural  and  religious  domination  that  gave  

birth  to  patriarchy  in the  Americas.  

 

The term  feminism  and  the  expression  Latino  womenõs experience  are  better  

understood  in relation  to  patriarchy;  moreover,  they  are  viewed  by  both  Chicanas  and  
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Latinas  as the  legacy  of  a  culture  imposed  upon  them  by  the  Spaniard  conquistadores.  

In general,  patriarchy  is a  social  system marked  by  the  supremacy  of  the  male  identity  

within  the  family,  group,  or government  in which  the  disproportionate  share  of  power  is 

held  by  malesñin other  words,  total  male  domination.  (It is important  to  note  that  

although  patriarchy  is generally  present  within  many  c ultures, for  the  purpose  of  this 

paper  I will only  focus  on  the  experience  of  American -born  Mexican  women,  and  

provide  only  a  brief  historical  context,  which  includes  South and  Central  American  

women.)  Fundamentally,  the  Colonial  era  can  be  entirely  define d  by  patriarchy  

because  men  ruled  all  domains  of  public  and  personal  life, including  the  church.  In 

addition,  patriarchy  pervaded  Spaniard  property  law,  in which  only  men  could  own  

land  (Arias).  To put  it bluntly,  only  white  men  were  honorable  enough  to  ow n land.  

According  to  Arias òthese policies  ensured  the  economic  and  cultural  marginalization,  

not  only  of  indigenous  people  and  African  American  slaves, but  also of  women  whose  

struggles  for  equality  may  also be  qualified  as anti -colonialist  movementsó (Arias). 

Basically,  Arias claims  that  the  patriarchal  ideologies  that  originated  from  the  Spaniard  

settlers did  not  just devastate  Latino  people,  but  specifically  crippled  Latina  women,  

subsequently  rendering  them  dependent  on  and  subservient  to  males.  My discussion of  

the  Spaniard  colonization  of  the  Americas  leads  me  to  address  the  larger  matter  of  how  

Latinas  live in a  patriarchal  society,  with  limited  agency.  

 

2. Spaniard  Catholicism  and  Gender  Roles: La Virgen  de  Gaudalupe  and  La 

Malinche  

      The Spanish conquest  and  subjugation  of  the  Americas  reformed  all areas  of  the  

Indian  peoplesõ lives, specifically  imposing  patriarchal  ideologies  that  ran  deep  within  

the  Spaniard  culture ñand  especially  within  Spanish Catholicism.  This particular  mixture  

of  church  and  male  supremacy  can  be  defined  as a  spiritually  based  patriarchy  that  in 

fact  engineered  restrictive  gender  roles and  social  acceptance  of  male  chauvinism,  as 

well  as personal  and  public  oppression  by  which  Latinas  suffered  victimization  and  loss 

of  aut onomy.  Latin  American  historian  Miguel  A. De La Torre argues  that,  traditionally,  

Spanish Catholicism  constructed  a  female  role  that  was  modeled  after  the  Virgin  Mary:    

As the  ideal  virgin,  women  are  to  be  chaste,  pure,  and  docile.  Just as Mary  submitted  

to  Godõs will, and  just as she was  pure  as signified  by  her  virginity,  so too  are  Latin  

American  women  and  U.S. Latinas  to  accept  Godõs will to  be  wives  and  mothers,  living  

humble  lives and  always  being  willing  to  suffer for  the  sake of  their  families.  

Basically,  De La Torre is explaining  how  Latinasõ identity  was  constructed  by  the  male -

dominated  society.  This idealism  of  the  Virgin  Mary  not  only  relegated  the  Latin -

American  woman  to  the  private  domain  of  household,  but  also reduced  her  existence  

to  someon e whose  sole purpose  was  reproduction.  This idea  is discussed  in some  detail  

by  feminist  critic  Francie  Chassen -Lopez.  In her  article  òFrom Casa  to  Calle:  Latin  

American  Women  Transforming  Patriarchal  Spaces,ó she explains  that  the  image  of  

mother  imposed  upon  the  Latina  was  a  result of  the  Catholic  Church.  She writes, for  

example,  that  the  òtraditional gender  constructions  situate  mothers  as symbols  of  self 
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sacrifice,  and  moral  superiority,  and  images  of  a  ôloving, forgivingõ Virgin  Mary  are  

omnipresent  in Latin  American  Catholicism.ó In stating  this, Chassen -Lopez  identifies  

these  three  key  characteristics  that  were  presumably  to  be  biologically  inherent  to  all  

women.  In essence,  the  Latinaõs ethos  rested  solely on  her  maternal  function,  and  she 

was  only  to express herself  as a  mother  on  behalf  of  her  family.   

 

Sandra  Cisneros addresses  this issue in The House On  Mango  Streetõs short story, òNo 

Speak  English,ó in which  the  protagonist  Esperanza  observes  that  the  man  across  the  

street  works two  jobs in order  to  bring  his wife,  Mamacita,  and  their  son to  the  United  

States from  Mexico.  However,  once  Mamacita  arrives in the  United  States, the  storyõs 

protagonist  basically  imprisons her  within  their  home:  òUp, up,  up  the  stairs she went  with  

the  baby  boy  in a  blu e blanket  . . . . Then we  didnõt see her  againó (76).  Although  the  

story does  not  say so directly,  one  can  assume  Mamacita  does  not  work  and  does  not  

speak  English because  òshe sits all  day  by  the  window  and  plays  the  Spanish radioó (76). 

The situation  Ma macita  finds herself  in is a  result of  the  Latino  ideology,  which  dictates  

that  women  are  to  be  confined  within  the  domestic  sphere.  While  Esperanza  observes  

that  Mamacita  cries at  her  disillusionment,  she also notices  how  Mamacitaõs husband  

exercises  his dominion  over  his wife  through  verbal  abuse:   

 

Sometimes  the  man  gets  disgusted.  He starts screaming  and  you  can  hear  it all  the  way  

down  the  street  . . . . [He  says to  Mamacita]  We are  home.  This is home.  Here  I am  and  

here  I stay . . . . Mamacita,  who  do es not  belong,  every  once  in a  while  lets out  a  cry,  

hysterical,  high,  as if he  had  torn  the  only  skinny thread  that  kept  her  alive.  (78)  

Cisnerosõs short story illustrates the  realities  that  women  face  when  they  are  

economically  dependent  and  subservient  to  men;  indeed,  Mamacita  is a  woman  

rendered  powerless  by  her  husband  and  who  sees no  way  out.  

 

Mamacita  is a  woman  rendered  powerless  because  of  the  centuriesõ imposition  of  La 

Virgen  de  Guadalupeõs symbol.  Indeed,  as a  figure  that  further  fosters male -

domination,  she is rooted  centuries  deep  into  the  Mexican  culture.  In fact,  by  1821, 

when  Mexico  won  its independence  from  Spain,  the  Virgin  Mary  had  become  such  a  

significant  symbol  that  the  indigenous  people  had  adopted  it and  began  to  transform  

her  into  Guadalupe  (Alarcon).  Chicana  feminist  and  theologian  Norma  Alarcon  writes 

in her  essay òTraddutora, Traditora:  A Paradigmatic  Figure of  Chicana  Feminism,ó that  

indeed,  Guadalupe  was  òthe emerging  Mexican  peopleõs native  version  of  the  Virgin  

Mary  . . . [in  other  words,  a]  neo -representative  of  the  Virgin  Mary.ó In making  this 

comment,  Alarcon  uses one  word ñneoñ meaning  new ñto  explain  how  the  Virgin  

Maryõs significance  was  so great  that  Latin  American  people  adopted  her  for  their  own  

symbolic  mother,  even  giving  her  a  personal  name  with  which  to  identify  their  race.  

Understanding  the  significance  of  the  Virgin  de  Guadalupe  is important  because  it is 

from  her  construction  that  the  culture  derives  its attitude  towards  women.  That said,  if a  

woman  did  assert an  independent  posture  in her  maternal  role,  or say, if she wanted  to  
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embrace  an  occupation  outside  of  the  household ñthe  public  domain ñshe would  be  

labeled  subversive,  a  catalyst,  a  Malinche ñ Mexicoõs female  renegade ñand  antithesis  

of  La Virgen  de  Guadalupe.  

 

        Alarcon  provides  an  in-depth  study  of  the  Mexican  legend  and  symbol  La 

Malinche,  the  indigenous  female  who  translated  for  the  conquistador  Hernan  Cortez  

and  bore  his children;  consequently,  she was declared  a  traitor  to  her  people  and  the  

òwhoreó that  bore  a  fallen  race ñthe  mestizo,  offspring  of  an  indigenous  person  and  a  

Spaniard.  Alarcon  explains  that  òbecause Malintzin  the  translator  is perceived  as 

speaking  for  herself  and  not  the  community,  however  it defines  itself, she is a  woman  

who  has bet rayed  her  primary  cultural  function ñmaternityó (35). Therefore,  Alarcon  

identifies  La Malinche  as a  symbol  of  great  importance  in Mexican  and  Chicana/o  

history and  argues  that  Malintizin ñas well  as her  original  birth  name ñhas been  chosen  

as the  scapegoat  by a  male -dominated  society.  While  La Virgen  de  Guadalupe  is an  

accepted  ideal  female  identity,  embraced  by  the  Latino  and  Mexican  culture  

because  of  her  virtue,  La Malinche  has been  viewed  with  hostility  and  violence,  which  

has fostered  a  deeply  rooted  misogynistic  ideology  in Mexican  culture.  Furthermore,  this 

same  violence  has been  enacted  upon  female  descendants  who  choose  an  identity  

independent  of  motherhood  (Alarcon).  It follows  then  that  when  women  in Latino  

culture  behave  like Malintizin,  they  becom e Malinches;  in other  words,  they  are  traitors,  

subversive,  independent ñall which  are  negative  characteristics  that  challenge  the  

presumption  that  women  should  be  subservient,  dependent,  and  silenced.   

 

Cisneros provides  us with  a  powerful  illustration  of  the  effects  La Malincheõs symbol  has 

on  Latinas  in her  short story collection  entitled  Woman  Hollering  Creek  and  Other  

Stories. In the  short story òLittle Miracles,  Kept  Promises,ó the  young  Chicana  protagonist  

Rosario is pursuing  her  formal  education;  how ever,  her  family  does  not  value  this. 

Instead,  they  bombard  her  with  questions  about  motherhood  that  Rosario resists by  

saying,  òI donõt want  to  be  a  mother.  I wouldnõt mind  being  a  father.  At  least  a  father  

could  still be  an  artist, could  love  something  instead  of  someone,  and  no  one  would  

call  that  selfishó (127). Through  this story, Cisneros illustrates a  young  woman  resisting her  

dominant  culture.  On  the  one  hand,  she is resisting the  maternal  identity  because  she 

recognizes  the  constraints  that  come  with  the  role;  on  the  other  hand,  Rosarioõs desire  

of  òbeing a fatheró only  further  encourages  the  ideology  of  men  as the  familyõs superior  

figurehead.  Furthermore,  Rosarioõs pursuit  of  a  formal  education  and  rejection  of  a  

maternal  role  causes  her  family  to  label  her  a  traitor  and  a  Malinche.  For instance,  

Rosarioñin a  moment  of  complete  rebellion ñcuts  her  long  òbeautiful hairó that  serves 

as a  sign of  her  femininity  and  brings  it to  the  shrine of  La Virgen  de  Guadalupe  and  

addresses  it thus: 

 

Donõt think  I didnõt get  my  share  of  it from  everyone.  Heretic.  Malinchista.  But I wouldnõt 

shut my  yap.  My mouth  always  getting  me  in trouble.  [Her family  goes  on  to  ask,]   Is that  
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what  they  teach  you  at  the  university?  Miss High-and -Mighty.  Miss thinks-sheõs-too -good -

for-us. Acting  like a  bolilla,  a  white  girl. Malinche.  Donõt think  it didnõt hurt  being  called  a  

traitor.  Trying to  explain  to  my  ma,  to  my  abuela,  why  I didnõt want  to  be  like them.  (124-

129) 

 

Here,  Rosario, is acknowledging  her  familyõs resistance  to  her  education.  At  the  same  

time,  she is resisting her  culture  and  nuclear  familyõs attempt  to  repress her  intelligence  

and  independence.  In essence,  Cisneros uses Rosarioõs character  to  empower  women  

and  to  offer  Latinasñlike Mamacita ña positive  revision of  the  female  òMalincheó 

position.  

 

3. Marianismo  and  Machismo  

In discussions of  gender  roles within  the  Latino  culture,  not  only  is it important  to  discuss 

the  Spaniard  construction  of  religious  symbols  to  maintain  patriarchal  domination,  but  it 

is also criti cal  to  understand  how  female  subservience  functions  in relation  to  male  

dominance,  and  vice -versa.  It is important  to  mention,  too,  that  the  Latino  and  

Mexican  culture  organizes  its symbols  of  dominance  according  to  constructions  of  

good  and  evil:  in essence,  they  are  dualistic  cultures.  For example,  where  there  is a  

positive  Guadalupe,  there  is also a  Malinche,  her  negative  representation.  According  

to  Alarcon,  òThe figure  of  the  mother  is bound  to  a  double  reproduction,  stictu  sensuð

that  of  her  people  and  her  cultureó; in other  words,  according  to  traditional  Latino  and  

Mexican  culture,  womanõs existence  is dependent  upon  her  ability  to  reproduce  and  

serve her  husband.  The constraints  placed  on  women  are  exacerbated  by  marianismo,  

a  term  first coined  in 1973 by  political  scientist  Evelyn Stevens. As an  illustration,  Stevens 

explains  that  òmarianismo teaches  that  women  are  semi-divine,  morally  superior  to  and  

spiritually  stronger  than  menó (qtd.  in De La Torre). Yet De La Torreõs sober  analysis of  the  

matter  reveals  that  marianismo  glorifies  Latinasõ suffering  as a  result of  male  physical  

abuse,  callousness,  and  extramarital  òliaisonsó; in essence,  Latinas  are  conditioned  to  

believe  that  crippling  oppressive  patriarchal  social  conditions  are  normal  and  

inesca pable.  Ultimately,  as I will elaborate  below,  marianismo  further  advances  

patriarchy  through  the  fostering  of  machismo ñLatin  male  chauvinism.  

 

Making  marianismo  visible, illuminates  its inverse,  machismo;  in essence,  machismo  is 

largely  dependent  on  marian ismo. In fact,  marianismo  and  machismo  are  quite  similar 

to  the  dualistic  configuration  of  Guadalupe  and  Malinche.  Under  the  authority  of  the  

Catholic  Church,  Latinas  were  to  inhabit  the  domestic  sphere  whereas  men  were  

strategically  positioned  as heads  of  the  household  and  occupants  of  the  public  domain  

(De  La Torre). Chassen -Lopez  explains  it best:  òWomen [lived]  in the  casa,  the  home  or 

the  private  sphere,  and  men  [lived]  in the  calle,  the  street  or the  public  sphere.ó Hence,  

the  male  identity  reflects  machismo,  which  can  be  defined  as the  excessive  display  of  

male  aggression,  assertion,  sexual  experience  and  non -domesticity.  It follows  then  that  

machismo  engenders  the  ideology  that  men  inherently  can  and  will exercise  abusive  
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dominion  over  their  wives  an d  daughters;  thus, the  malesõ identity,  role,  honor,  or 

manliness  becomes  inherently  dependent  on  the  control  they  can  exercise  over  their  

wives  and  by  extension,  requires  marianismo.   De la Torre, writes for  example,  

 

Even when  husbands  are  callous,  physically  abusive,  or engaged  in extramarital  affairs,  

marianismo  provides  women  with  the  model  of  Mary  who  silently accepted  her  fate.  . . . 

Rather  than  establishing  strong  families,  marianismo  encourages  domination,  

aggressiveness,  and  a  òcult of  virilityó that  reinforces  a  machista  culture  detrimental  to  

all  women.  

 

De La Torre is insisting that  marianismo  only  encourages  the  patriarchal  ethos  of  the  

Latino  culture.  In examining  the  identity  of  women  in relation  to  her  broader  Latino  

history, I am  able  to  de monstrate  that  the  patriarchal  structure  that  informs  the  Latino  

culture  is oppressive  to  Latina  women  because  it relegates  them  to  a  specific  sphere ñ

the  domestic  sphereñwhich  renders  her  subservient  and  powerless.  

 

        Cisneros raises issues about  the  real  effects  such  a  dualism  can  have  on  women  

in her  short story entitled  òWoman Hollering  Creek.ó The protagonist  Cleofilas ñsimilar to  

Mamacita ñhas been  brought  to  America  by  her  Mexican  husband.  Cleofilas  is not  only  

economically  dependent  on  her  husban d,  but  she is also a  battered  woman,  suffering  

physical  abuse  at  his hands.  The conditioning  of  marianismo  is even  propagated  by  the  

telenovelas  Cleofilas  watches:   

 

Tu o Nadie.  òYou or No One.ó The title  of  the  current  favorite  telenovela.  The beautiful  

Lucia  Mendez  having  to  put  up  with  all  kinds of  hardships  of  the  heart,  separation,  and  

betrayal  and  loving,  always  loving  no  matter  what,  because  that  is the  most  important  

thing.  . . . Because  to  suffer for  love  is good.  The pain  all  sweet  somehow.  In the  end.(45)  

 

This excerpt  from  the  story demonstrates  how  the  Latino  culture  encourages  women  to  

take  on  sacrificial  roles, and  conditions  Latinas  to  believe  that  this kind  of  social  

circumstance  is normal  and  natural.  Unlike Mamacita ñwho  does  not  see a  way  outñ

Cisneros rewrites  her  female  protagonist  Cleofilas  as an  empowered  woman  who  

eventually  becomes  aware  of  her  crippling  situation.  One  day  as Cleofilas  is washing  

dishes, she hears  her  husband  and  his friend  Maximiliano ñòwho was  said  to  have  killed  

his wife  in an  ice -house  brawlóñlaughing  outside  on  the  house  porch  and  she begins  to  

reflect:  

 

Was Cleofilas  just exaggerating  as her  husband  always  said?  It seemed  the  newspapers  

were  full of  such  stories. This woman  found  on  the  side of  the  interstate.  This one  pushed  

from  a  moving  car.  This oneõs cadaver,  this one  unconscious,  this one  beaten  blue.  Her 

ex-husband,  her  husband,  her  lover,  her  father,  her  brother,  her  uncle,  her  friend,  her  
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co -worker.  Always.  The same  grisly news  in the  pages  of  the  dailies.  She dunked  a  glass 

under  the  soapy  water  for  a  moment ñshivered.  (52) 

 

Clearly,  Cisneros is demonstrating  the  realities  of  the  domestic  violence  Latinas  face  

because  of  marianismo  and  machismo.  The only  way  to  break  free  from  this 

dependence  and  victimizati on  is for  Cleofilas  to  embrace  independence  and  

empowerment.  In a  complete  act  of  defiance  and  liberation,  Cleofilas  escapes  her  life 

of  domestic  abuse  and  returns to  Mexico.  Ultimately,  marianismo  is an  oppressive  

construction  that  results in men  exercisi ng  their  domination  through  physical  and  

emotional  abuse;  nevertheless,  Cisneros rewrites  Cleofilas  story, offering  all  Latinas  a  

way  out.    

 

4. Historical  Context:  A Brief Overview  of  the  Womenõs Movement  in the  Americas  

 

 In order  to  appreciate  the  North  American  feminist  movement,  it helps  to  

understand  some  of  its origins in Central  and  South America.  Women  all  over  the  

Central  and  South America  mobilized  as a  result of  authoritarian  regimes,  which  took  

over  and  destabilized  employment,  health  care  prog rams, education,  and  housing  

during  the  1970s. Latino  studies scholar  Joan  M. Caivano  recounts  in her  essay òLatin 

American  Women  in Movement:  Changing  Politics, Changing  Mindsó how  the  regimes  

employed  abusive  and  violent  methods  in order  to  suppress the  peopleõs resistance;  

specifically,  the  regimes  would  often  imprison,  abduct,  or torture  activists.  Further, 

Caivano  explains  that  because  Latin  America  is a  patriarchal  run society,  men  held  the  

majority,  if not  all, professional  positionsñmaking  them  the  most  influential  and  most  

probable  group  to  resist and  protest  the  regimes.  As a  result, they  became  the  òmain 

victimsó of  violent  suppression  (Caivano).  In light  of  mass disappearances  of  men  and  

the  desperation  to  provide  for  their  families  women  were  fo rced  to  mobilize;  

significantly,  they  moved  from  their  homes  and  to  the  streets, protesting  human  rights 

abuses  (Caivano).  Their protesting  led  them  to  subsequently  form  different  activist  

groups  that  empowered  Latin  American  women.  

 

           In contrast  to  South America,  Central  Americaõs womenõs movement  began  to  

mobilize  through  secret  groups ñlike Nicaraguaõs Frente  Sandinsta  de  Liberacion  

Nacional  (FSLN)ñthat  engaged  in guerilla  warfare  against  authoritarian  regimes  all  

through  the  1970s and  1980s. Studies  show  that  at  least  thirty  percent  of  members  were  

women  (Caivano).  In the  same  way,  women  in El Salvador  formed  forty  percent  of  

members  in the  organization  Frente  Farabundo  Mari  para  la  Liberacion  Nacional  

(FMLN). Latinas  were  so essential  to  the  fighting  that  they  were  able  to  reach  positions  

of  leadership.  As an  illustration,  in Nicaragua,  combatant  Dora  Maria  Tellez even  served  

as head  of  forces  (Caivano).  However,  with  womenõs continued  involvement  in these  

revolutionary  groups,  they  would  soon  assert their  feminist  standpoint  and  move  
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towards  autonomy,  thus creating  their  own  exclusive  womenõs groups  to  fight  for  

womenõs rights in Central  America.  

 

        By the  1980s, Nicaraguan  women  established  one  of  the  first womenõs 

association  groups  of  feminists solely confronting  all  female  issues (Caivano).  According  

to  Caivano,  The Partido  de  la Izquierda  Erotica  (PIE) tackled  issues of  òviolence against  

women,  voluntary  maternity,  abortion,  sexuality,  freedom  of  sexual  choice,  and  right  to  

political  participation.ó In essence,  these  women  were  making  a  bold  choice  to  bring  

up  issues that  would  inevitably  strain their  relationship  with  the  Catholic  Church;  

nevertheless,  it was  a  bold  movement  towards  female  autonomy  in Central  America.  

 

        In the  same  way,  the  emerging  progressiveness  of  Nicaragua  soon  extended  to  

El Salvador;  significantly,  in 1977, a  group  of  women  in El Salvador  would  come  to  form  

the  Co -Madres,  one  of  the  most  committed  womenõs organizations  to  ending  human  

rights abuses  in Cent ral America.  Their aims were  to  advocate  against  violence  and  

protest  against  the  òdisappearance of  relatives,ó writes Caviano.  However,  the  

dictatorship  in El Salvador  responded  aggressively,  specifically  abducting,  torturing,  and  

raping  Co -Madres  activis ts (Caviano).  As a  result of  the  crimes  against  women,  Co -

Madre  activists  began  to  focus  on  womenõs rights, in addition  to  human  rights 

advocacy.  Latinas  were  òinvading the  patriarchal  spaceó and  their  activism  was  seen  

as threatening  to  the  government  (Ch assen-Lopez).  As an  illustration,  Chassen -Lopez  

tells the  story of  Maria  Tula, a  Co -Madre  activist  who  òbecame an  internationally  

recognized  human  rights activist  . . . .Tulaõs transformation  from  poor  housewife  to  

activist  to  feminist,  her  enormous  streng th  in the  face  of  torture,  rape,  imprisonment,  

and  the  assassination  of  her  activist  husband,  is an  epic  for  twentieth -century  Latin  

American  womenó (Chassen -Lopez).   Tula represents  the  violent  entrance  that  Latina  

women  made  into  the  professional  and  pol itical  sphere  in Central  America;  in fact,  

Tulaõs testimonial  rings true  to  the  change  in womenõs agency.  Basically,  women  were  

fighting  for  their  rights and  becoming  empowered.  Tula is an  example  of  all  women  

who  fight  daily  against  the  oppressions  impose d  upon  them.  

 

Women  all  over  South and  Central  America  were  mobilizing  against  authoritarian  

regimes,  institutionalized  sexism, and  marginalization  as result of  free  market  economic  

policies.  Likewise, in North  America  the  Civil  Rights movement  had  empower ed  women;  

as a  result, they  began  to  challenge  the  machismo  that  defined  their  culture.  Similar to  

women  in South and  Central  America,  they  began  to  form  networks  and  interest  

groups,  which  eventually  led  to  the  formation  of  large  womenõs organizations.  As an  

illustration,  The League  of  United  Latin  American  Citizens and  the  Mexican  American  

National  Association  are  just two  organizations  formed  as a  result of  the  womenõs 

movement,  with  their  sole function  being  the  development  of  Latina  Leadership.  

Consequ ently,  the  growth  of  awareness  in the  human  rights movement  encouraged  

women  to  challenge  private  and  public  oppression  and  sexism. Latina  historian  Linda  
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Kay Mancillas  explains,  òLatinas started  challenging  male -dominated  sex roles and  

machismo  culture  by  questioning  prevailing  societal  traditions.ó In other  words,  

American  Latino  women  were  beginning  to  hold  their  own  within  the  larger  

overreaching  arch  of  the  womenõs movement.  Latinas  were  beginning  to  become  

active  in labor ñessentially,  changing  agency ñno  longer  were  they  going  to  be  

ignored.  

 

By the  1970s Latina  activist  organizations  in North  America  were  at  an  all-time  high.  

Furthermore,  these  activists  began  to  produce  literature  that  openly  criticized  Latino  

and  Mexican  culture.  As an  illustration,  Chicana  feminist  Gloria  Anzaldua  was  one  of  

the  first Latinas  to  òcall patriarchal  man -made  Latino  traditions  ôcultural tyrannyõ; in 

addition,  she urged  Latinas  in the  fight  to  liberation  to  resist these  traditional  

conventions  (qtd.  in Mancillas).   

 

Significantly,  it was  during  this explosion  of  female  consciousness  within  the  Latina  

movement  that  gave  way  to  Sandra  Cisnerosõs voice.  Although  Cisneros never  

engaged  in warfare,  her  works served  as her  form  of  activism  because  she writes about  

empowered  Latina  characters.  For instance,  in her  short story collection  A House on  

Mango  Street,  the  protagonist  Esperanza  is a  young  woman  who  has secretly  staged  

her  own  war  (89). She witnesses her  friend  Sally suffering  physical  abuse  at  the  hands  of  

her  father  (92); observes  as her  other  friend  Minerva  who  writes sad  poems  because  her  

husband,  who  physically  abuses  her,  has left  her  alone  again  with  their  two  children  

(84); and  seeing  that  her  mother,  who  has òlived in this city  her  whole  life,ó is unable  to  

travel  on  the  subway  to  get  downtown  because  she has been  constrained  to  the  

domestic  sphere  all  of  her  life (90). As a  result, Esperanza  becomes  empowered.  Just as 

South and  Central  American  women,  fought  to  break  free  from  the  domestic  domain  

that  crippled  them , so too  does,  Esperanza  decide  to  change  history and  claim  her  

agency  by  deciding  that  she will not  ògrow up  tame  like the  others  who  lay  their  necks  

on  the  threshold  waiting  for  the  ball  and  chainó (88). Instead,  Esperanza  will òleave the  

table  like a  ma n, without  putting  back  the  chair  or picking  up  the  plateó (89). In other  

words,  it is through  empowerment  that  women  are  able  to  gain  control  of  their  own  

lives.    

 

6. Conclusion:  Cisnerosõs Critique  of  Triple Oppression  

 

Prevalent  in Cisnerosõs literatu re are  the  themes  of  poverty,  and  marginalization.  

Indeed,  poverty  was  prevalent  in Cisnerosõs life growing  up.  Specifically,  Cisneros was  

not  only  a  female,  but  also grew  up  poor;  consequently,  she faced  a  triple  oppression ñ

class, race,  and  gender.  In her  interview  òReturning to  Oneõs Houseó with  Martha  Satz, 

Cisneros discusses the  topic  of  poverty  in her  community;  specifically,  she 

acknowledges  that  although  she grew  up  in el barrio,  she was  terrified  and  frightened  

by  it because  òthe future  for  women  in the  barrio  is not  a  wonderful  one.  You donõt 
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wander  around  ôthese mean  streets.õ You stay at  homeó (òReturning to  Oneõs Houseó). 

In making  this comment,  she exposes  the  effects  of  patriarchy  on  impoverished  

communities.  Further, when  she speaks  of  òthe future  of  womenó in el barrio,  she is 

addressing  the  restrictive  domestic  roles that  are  imposed  upon  women.  It is then  no  

surprise that  gender  and  class play  a  large  role  in Cisnerosõs writing.  

 

Cisneros also elaborates  on  how  class and  race  came  to  influen ce  her  college  

experience.  Specifically,  she discusses how  òfortunateó she was  to  have  attended  the  

prestigious  workshop  at  the  University of  Iowa.  However,  she recalls,  

 

I never  liked  the  work  my  classmates  were  doing.  . . . Coming  from  a  working  class 

ba ckground,  an  ethnic  community,  an  urban  community,  a  family  that  did  not  have  

books  in the  house,  I just didnõt have  the  same  frames  of  reference  as my  classmates.  It 

wasnõt until  I realized  and  accepted  that  fact  that  I came  upon  the  subject  I wanted  to  

write about.  (òReturning to  Oneõs Houseó) 

 

Importantly,  Cisneros acknowledges  the  class and  race  difference  she experienced  at  

the  University of  Iowa.  This realization  has empowered  her  to  change  her  destiny.  As a  

result of  this awareness,  she was  able  to  p roduce  literature  that  articulates  her  unique  

experience.  

 

Indeed,  Cisneros could  not  write  about  the  òsun shining  and  beautiful  gardensó like her  

classmates  at  Iowa  because  she never  experienced  those  things  in her  life (òReturning 

to  Oneõs House).  In rea lity, Cisnerosõs life growing  up  resonates  the  realities  she writes 

about  in her  acclaimed  short story collection  The House On  Mango  Street.  In her  

interview  with  Martha  Satz, Cisneros sums up  her  book  in one  sentence:  òIõd say itõs a 

book  about  a  young  girlõs discovery  of  her  sexualityó (òReturning to  Oneõs Houseó). 

Similar to  Cisneros, The House on  Mango  Streetõs protagonist  Esperanza  grows  up  in an  

impoverished  Latino  neighborhood  in Chicago;  further,  like Cisneros, Esperanza  chooses  

to  express herself  through  writing.  Through  her  journey  of  sexuality,  Esperanza  comes  to  

discover  that  òboys and  girls live in separate  worldsó (The House on  Mango  Street  8). To 

illustrate,  Esperanza  observes  her  friend  Sally playing  with  Tito and  his buddies,  the  boys  

from  the  neighborhood.  They take  Sallyõs keys and  tell  her  she òcanõt get  the  keys back  

unless you  kiss us and  Sally pretended  to  be  mad  at  first but  she said  yesó (96). At  this 

significant  moment  Esperanza  realizes how  the  relationship  between  men  and  women  

cha nge  as they  get  older.  As Latina  feminist  Anna  Marie  Sandoval  explains,  the  boys  in 

this community  have  already  òbecome socialized  to  believe  that  it is natural  for  them  to  

use Sally for  their  own  pleasure;  even  Sally sees nothing  wrong  with  itó (Sandoval) . As a  

result, this moment  in Esperanzaõs life fills her  with  anger,  frustration,  and  most  gravely,  

fear  at  the  realization  that  in her  culture,  the  boysõ behavior  is condoned.  Ultimately,  

Esperanza  makes  a  conscious  choice  to  resist her  culture  throughout  the  story. In 
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essence,  she begins  òher own  quiet  war,ó which  leads  her  to  pursue  a  formal  education  

and  to  liberate  herself  from  the  patriarchal  demands  of  her  culture  (89). 

 

In her  25th anniversary  edition  of  her  book  The House on  Mango  Street,  Cisneros has 

added  an  introduction  entitled  òA House of  My Own,ó in which  she discusses the  time  in 

her  life when  she returned  to  her  parentsõ home  as a  professional  woman,  after  

completing  her  graduate  degree  at  the  University of  Iowa.  Specifically,  Cisneros 

addre sses the  importance  of  gaining  full autonomy  in her  life by  earning  her  own  

money  and  living  on  her  own.  However,  writing  in the  third  person,  she recounts  how  

òher father  cannot  understand  why  [she would  want  to  live on  her  own].  . . .The father  

has decid ed  too  much  college  and  too  many  gringo  friends  had  ruined  heró (xiii). At  

the  same  time,  she writes, òWhenõs sheõs alone,  she savors her  apartmentó (xiv). For 

Cisneros, as a  Latina,  it is significant  for  her  to  live on  her  own  because  it solidified  her  

au tonomy.  She had  resisted her  cultureõs ideology,  which  told  her  that  woman  were  to  

be  domestic,  and  instead  became  a  professional  woman;  thus, the  next  step  towards  

taking  control  of  her  life was  to  live alone.  Much  like Esperanza,  she was  not  waiting  for  

the  òball and  chainó (88). Cisneros had  a  òpower of  her  ownó and  she was  not  going  to  

sacrifice  it, not  even  for  her  familyõs oppressive  traditions  (89). 

 

Although  Cisneros accomplished  her  goal  of  empowerment,  she illustrates how  initially,  

she was  afraid . For example,  in her  introduction,  she writes about  the  reaction  her  friend  

Norma  Alarcon  had,  in 1980, when  she learned  that  Cisneros lived  alone:  

 

I meet  Norma  Alarcon.  The first time  she walks through  the  rooms  of  the  apartment  on  

North  Paulina.  . . . òYou live here  . . .ó she asks, òalone?ó 

[Cisneros  Answers]  òYes.ó 

òSo . . .ó She pauses.  òHow did  you  do  it?ó 

Norma,  I did  it by  doing  the  things  I was  afraid  of  doing  so that  I would  no  longer  be  

afraid.  Moving  away  to  graduate  school.  Traveling  abroad  a lone.  Earning  my  own  

money  and  living  by  myself.  (xxi) 

 

In other  words,  Cisneros was  afraid  that  she would  fail,  and  would  thus have  to  return  to  

her  parentsõ home.  In addition  to  confronting  her  fears  of  going  against  the  Latino  

cultural  imperative,  Cisneros emphasizes  the  importance  of  education  and  a  

professional  identity  to  the  empowerment  of  all  women.  Ultimately,  these  proved  to  be  

the  vehicle  that  liberated  her  from  the  gender  and  traditional  constraints  imposed  upon  

her  by  her  culture.  Cisnerosõs life  proves  that  education  is crucial,  if not  central,  to  the  

revision of  the  Latina  identity.  In other  words,  it is the  achievement  of  formal  education  

that  disrupts the  dominant  patriarchal  structure  that  exists within  the  lives of  American -

born  Latinas.  Through  her  writing  and  through  her  actions,  she has been  able  to  break  

the  crippling  Latino  ideology  that  dictates  to  women  that  they  are  only  destined  to  be  
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mothers,  wives,  and  òonly daughters.ó Instead,  she acknowledges  female  strength,  

making  Latinasõ experience  important,  meaningful,  and  legitimate.  
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In this essay, Norma  Alarcon  provides  an  in-depth  study  of  the  Mexican  legend  and  

symbol  La Malinche ñthe  indigenous  female  that  translated  for  the  conquistador  

Hernan  Cortez  and  bore  his children;  consequently,  she was  declared  a  traitor  to  her  

people  and  the  òwhoreó that  bore  a  fallen  race ñthe  mestizo,  offspring  of  indigenous  

and  Spaniard.  Alarcon  explains  that  òbecause Malintzin  the  translator  is perceived  as 

speaking  for  herself  and  not  the  community,  however  it defines  itself, she is a  woman  

who  has betrayed  her primary  cultural  function ñmaternityó (35). Therefore,  Alarcon  

identifies  La Malinche  as a  symbol  of  great  importance  in Mexican  and  Chicana/o  

history and  argues  that  Malintizin  as is her  original  birth  name  has been  the  designated  

scapegoat  by  a  male -do minated  society.  Consequently,  her  legend  has been  viewed  

with  hostility  and  violence  inherent  in the  deeply  rooted  misogynistic  ideologies  of  the  

Mexican  culture.  Furthermore,  this same  violence  has been  enacted  on  many  other  

Latinas  (34). It follows  then  that  when  women  in Latino  culture  behave  like Malintizin:  

they  become  Malinches;  in other  words,  they  are  traitors,  subversive,  and  

independent ñall which  are  negative  characteristics  that  go  against  the  expectation  of  

women  as subservient,  dependent,  and  silenced.  

 

In addition  to  Malintzin ñMexicoõs female  renegade ñAlarcon  offers  us her  antithesis,  

the  Virgen  de  Guadalupe,  the  positive  symbol  of  òtranscendental power,  silence,  and  

maternal  self-sacrificeó (35). Alarcon  goes  on  to  assert that  Chicanas  must  revise and  

rewrite  La Malinche  with  òpositive redefinitions  in order  to  go  beyond  religiously  

organized  Manichean  thoughtó (34) that  continues  to  subvert  womenõs agency.   

However,  she also acknowledges  that  in rewriting  La Malinche,  the  Chicana  must  first 

accept  the  violence  of  her  cultural  history in order  to  rewrite  the  Malincheõs story 

accurately.  

 

Arias, Arturo.  òAnti-Colonial  Struggle  in Latin  America  from  the  Conquista  to  the  

Present.ó A Historical  Companion  to  Postcolonial  Literatures:  Continental  Europe  and  Its 

Empires. (2008): n. pag.  Credo  Reference.  Web.  18 Oct.  2014. 

 

Arturo  Arias provides  an  in-depth  history of  the  colonization  of  the  Americas;  

specifically,  he  discusses the  negative  effects  that  the  òcolonial system of  domination  

established  in the  sixteenth  centuryó had  on  the  indigenous  people ñparticularly  

women  of  Mestizo  descent ñand  the  origin  of  the  term  Mestizo.  According  to  Arias, the  

patriarchal  structure  with  which  the  Spaniard  men  maintained  their  dominion,  

extended  into  their  Spanish Catholicism;  as a  result, they  also imposed  upon  the  
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indigenous  people  their  religious  beliefs.  For example,  Arias acknowledges  that  òThe 

domination  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  Portuguese  was  cultural  as well  as military.  Largely  

with  the  aid  of  the  Holy Inqui sition, they  attempted  to  impose  homogeneous  linguistic  

and  religious  guidelines  on  the  colonized.ó Basically,  the  Spaniards  persecuted  and  

killed  any  indigenous  person  who  tried  to  maintain  his or her  cultural  traditions.  

Ultimately,  the  people  were  force d  to  renounce  their  customs  and  begin  to  practice  

Spanish Catholicism.  Furthermore,  Arias explains  that  patriarchy  pervaded  Spanish 

property  law  because  only  men  could  own  land.  To put  it bluntly,  only  white  men  were  

honorable  enough  to  own  land.  According  to  Arias òthese policies  ensured  the  

economic  and  cultural  marginalization,  not  only  of  indigenous  people  and  African  

American  slaves, but  also of  women  whose  struggles  for  equality  may  also be  qualified  

as anti -colonialist  movements.ó Basically,  Arias claims that  the  patriarchal  ideologies  

that  originated  from  the  Spanish settlers did  not  just devastate  Latino  people  as a  

whole,  but  specifically  crippled  Latina  women,  subsequently  rendering  them  

dependent  on  and  subservient  to  males.  

 

Caivano,  Joan  M., an d  Thayer Hardwick.  òLatin American  Women  in Movement:  

Changing  Politics, Changing  Minds.ó Civil  Society  and  Social  Movements:  Building  

Sustainable  Democracies  in Latin  America.  Ed. Arthur  Domike.  Inter -American  

Development  Bank, 2008. 264-300. Book Review  Digest  Plus. Web.  11 Oct.  2014. 

 

In this essay on  the  Latin  American  womenõs movement,  Caivano  and  Hardwick  trace  

its origins back  to  1837 in Nicaragua  when  women  organized  and  fought  for  voting  and  

educational  rights. However,  South and  Central  American  women  wouldnõt see 

enfranchisement  till much  later  on;  specifically,  in Brazil, women  gained  the  right  to  vote  

in 1932, while  women  in Chile  did  not  gain  this right  until  1949. In 1955 women  in Peru 

and  Nicaragua  would  finally  be  enfranchised  and  women  in Ecuador  would  be  lastñ

gaining  suffrage  in 1961. In addition,  the  authors  describe  the  vehicles  that  women  used  

to  fight  oppression  and  sexism in Latin  American  countries  ruled  by  dictators.  As an  

illustration,  women  in Chile  were  the  first group  to  protest  the  authoritarian  regime  of  

General  Augusto  Pinochet.  The general  came  into  power  by  organizing  a  violent  

military  coup;  specifically,  he  subjugated  the  men  of  the  country  by  targeting  the  

strongest  and  most  popular  groups,  such  as òLabor unions,  political  parties,  university  

professors [and  students].ó At  this time  in history, women  in Latin  America  were  

considered  a  non -threatening  minority;  as a  result, they  were  able  to  protest  the  abuses  

of  their  government.  Similarly, women  in Brazil fought  against  the authoritarian  regime  

that  lasted  from  1964 to  1985. Once  more,  the  marginalization  of  women  in the  

community  gave  them  the  impetus  to  organize  and  engage  in protest.  Likewise, the  

womenõs movement  in Central  America  grew  out  of  guerilla  warfare ñthat  is, small 

independent  fighting  groups  engaging  in attacks  against  the  governmentõs larger  

forces.  For instance,  in Nicaragua  and  El Salvador,  women  fought  alongside  men  as 
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combatants  during  their  respective  revolutions.  Therefore,  the  womenõs movement  in 

South and  Central  America  surfaced  from  the  fight  for  democracy.  

 

The authors  discuss the  creation  of  many  revolutionary  womenõs groups  in South and  

Central  America  and  their  functions.  Although  some  women  joined  these  groups  with  

feminist  awareness  and  values,  the  majority  joined  because  they  wanted  to  rebel  

against  the  authoritarian  regimes  in their  countries.  The authors  detail  how  the  different  

groups  allowed  women  of  different  social  and  educational  backgrounds  to  interact  

with  one  another;  as a  result, the  women  in different  Central  and  South American  

countries  began  to  experience  a  solidarity  with  one  another  that  would  later  be  the  

vehicle  that  would  lead  to  much  larger  groups  and  international  meetings  where  

women  could  voice  their  experiences  and  forwar d  their  feminist  agendas.  Ultimately,  

the  authors  provide  historical  context  of  the  womenõs movement  in the  nineteenth  

century  and  highlights  the  generation  of  women  that  came  after.  

 

Chassen -Lopez,  Francie  R. òFrom Casa  to  Calle:  Latin  American  Women  Transforming  

Patriarchal  Spaces  [Part  1 of  3].ó Journal  of  Womenõs History 9.1 (2006): n.pag.  

Contemporary  Womenõs Issues. Web.  10 October  2014. 

 

In òFrom Casa  to  Calle,ó Francie  Chassen -Lopez  explains  how  the  stereotypical  image  

of  domestic  Latina  has changed  and  continues  to  change  in Latin  America.  Chassen -

Lopez  argues  that  the  once  marginalized  Latina ñrestricted  only  to  motherhood  and  

the  private  space  of  her  home ñhas made  her  way  to  the  public  domain  as a  result of  

repressive  military  dictatorships  and  glo balization.  She explains  the  great  significance  of  

motherhood  in third  world  Latin  American  culture,  where  symbols  of  òfemale spiritual  

superiority  have  been  in place  since  the  Spanish conquestó. Further, Chassen -Lopez  

asserts that  the  Latina  position  is no longer  treading  the  outskirts of  the  Western  world.  As 

an  illustration,  she recounts  Maria  Teresa Tulaõs journey  from  a  òyoung women  who  with  

only  one  year  of  school  became  [an]  internationally  recognized  human  rightõs 

activistéin El Salvador.ó The autho r goes  on  to  describe  how  Tula faced  òtorture, rape,  

imprisonment,  and  the  assassination  of  her  activist  husband.ó Included  with  Tulaõs story 

are  those  of  many  other  Latinas  who  have  mobilized  in the  face  of  personal  and  social  

oppression,  thus proving  tha t the  once  silenced,  repressed,  victimized,  peripheral  Latina  

has òinvaded Western  literature,  history and  the  political  arenaó. 

 

Cisneros, Sandra.  The House on  Mango  Street.  New  York: Vintage  books,  1984. Print 

 

The collection  of  short stories entitled  The House on  Mango  Street  is written  from  the  

perspective  of  Esperanza,  a  young  American -born  Mexicana.  Esperanza  documents  

her  life as her  family  moves  into  their  first-ever  home  in an  impoverished  inner  city  

Chicago  neighborhood.  In addition,  she documents  the  life of  her  neighbors,  

specifically  highlighting  the  life of  young  women  facing  domestic  abuse,  language  
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barriers,  teen  pregnancy,  and  confining  gender  rules within  the  homes  on  Mango  

street.  All the  while,  Esperanza  also details  important  moments  in her  own  life in which  

she experiences  humiliation  because  of  the  home  she lives in, the  moment  a  man  

sexually  assaults her,  her  first crush,  and  the  realization  that  she did  not  want  to  follow  in 

the  footsteps  of  the  women  who  lived  on  Mango  Street.  

 

The House  on  Mango  Street  characterizes  the  typical  life of  an  inner  city  female  

minority.  Namely,  Cisnerosõs descriptions  of  what  a  patriarchal  society  expects  from  

women  were  accurate  in relation  to  the  Latino  culture  and  quite  honest  to  the  point  of  

sadness. At  the  same  time,  Esperanza  represents  hope  for  other  Latinas.  Although  she 

was  determined  to  leave  the  house  on  Mango  street,  she would  one  day  return  for  the  

silenced  women  left  behind  and  unable  to  get  out.  

 

---. òOnly Daughter.ó Latina:  Womenõs Voices  From the  Borderlands.  Ed. Lillian Castillo -

Speed.  New  York: Touchstone/Simon  & Schuster, 1992. n.pag.  Web.  10 October  2014. 

 

        In her  brief  essay òOnly Daughter,ó Sandra  Cisneros discusses the  dynamics  of  her  

life growing  up  in a  working -class famil y with  six brothers  and  one  machista  father.  For 

example,  in the  essay Cisneros discusses her  fatherõs expectation  of  her  assuming  a  

domestic  role:  òBeing only  a  daughter  for  my  father  meant  my  destiny  would  lead  me  

to  become  someoneõs wife.  Thatõs what  he  believed.ó In addition,  she recounts  that  

òAfter four  years  in college  and  two  more  in graduate  school,  and  still no  husband,  my  

father  shakes his head  even  now  and  says I wasted  all  that  education.ó In other  words,  

Cisnerosõs father  does  not  value  formal  education  because  she is a  female.  In fact,  it is 

a  general  ideology  within  the  Latino  and  Mexican  culture  to  discourage  women  from  

pursing  higher  education.  In addition,  Cisneros illustrates the  rejection  of  her  brothers  

and  their  ridicule  of  her  dream  of attending  college.  She recounts  her  personal  journey  

wherein  she tries to  break  free  from  her  fatherõs, and  indeed  her  cultureõs expectation  

that  she will marry  rather  than  pursue  her  education.  She acknowledges  that  by  

pursuing  writing  as a  profession  she  is actively  forfeiting  the  call  to  early  motherhood;  as 

a  result, her  relationship  with  her  father  remained  strained  for  many  years.  Her writing  

eventually  led  her  to  win  two  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts Fellowships, a  guest  

professorship  at  the  University of  California,  Berkeley,  and  the  sale of  her  book  to  a  

major  New  York publishing  company.  However,  it was  not  until  her  father  read  one  of  

her  stories that  she truly felt  accomplished.  

 

        Cisnerosõs intimate  description  of  her  life highlights  the  way  in which  the  Mexican  

culture  imposes  upon  women  the  traditional  role  of  daughter  and  how  she resisted this 

domestic  imperative  by  acquiring  formal  education.  Furthermore,  her  in-depth  

descriptions  of  the  dynamics  not  only  between  her  and  her  father  but  also between  her  

and  her  brothers  illuminates  how  sexism and  oppression  present  itself within  the  personal  

space  of  the  home.  
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---. Woman  Hollering  Creek:  And  Other  Short Stories. New  York: Vintage,  1991. Print. 

 

        The short stories introduced  in this book  are  rich  with  Mexican  culture  and  

political  awareness;  specifically,  Cisneros uses a  wide  range  of  mostly  female  

characters,  which  are  American -born  Mexicanas,  to  highlight  the  vast  range  of  Latina  

experiences  in America.  The stories range  from  Mexican  women  displaced  in America  

with  language  barriers  to  the  general  machismo  of  the  Latino  and  American  Latino  

man.  As an  illustration,  one  of  the  most  powerful  short stories is entitled  òEyes of  Zapataó 

and  takes  place  in old  Mexico.  The narrative  demonstrates  the  norms and  values  of  the  

Latino  American  culture  during  a  time  when  women  were  solely reliant  on  men;  by  

contrast,  other  stories demonstrate  the  ways  in which  the  current  generation  rejects  

traditional  values  for  independence.  

 

---. Intervie w by  Michelle  M. Tokarczyk.  òSpiritual Sustenance:  Interview  with  Sandra  

Cisneros.ó Contemporary  Literary  Criticism  305 (2001): n. pag.  Literature  Resource  

Center.  Web.  6-10-2014. 

 

        This interview  offers  us a  look  into  Cisnerosõs relationship  with  her father,  and  how  

her  education  at  the  prestigious  University of  Iowa  influenced  her  personal  life and  

writing.  Throughout  the  interview  Cisneros discusses her  parents,  the  differences  

between  their  manner  of  nurturing  their  children,  and  the  difficulty  of her  fatherõs death.  

Specifically,  she describes  her  father  as nurturing  and  emotional;  conversely,  she 

describes  her  mother  as the  òmale figure  who  should  have  been  the  father.ó The 

descriptions  of  her  parents  provide  insight  into  her  fiction,  which  func tions as a  

commentary  for  restrictive  gender  roles, sexism, and  patriarchy.  

 

Cisneros goes  on  to  express her  experience  in Catholic  school,  Loyola  College,  and  the  

University of  Iowa.  She recalls  that  both  her  Catholic  School  and  the  University of  Iowa  

wer e full of  bad  òrole models,ó in other  words,  full of  people  who  were  very  unhappy  

and  openly  expressed  that  to  their  students.  However,  she states  that  it was  all  these  

elements  that  made  her  into  the  writer  and  woman  she is. 

 

        Cisnerosõs work  is de eply  rooted  in culture  and  family;  therefore,  the  characters  

she writes about  are  representative  of  the  women  sheõs met  on  her  personal  journey  of  

female  liberation.  

 

---. òReturning to  Oneõs House: An  interview  with  Sandra  Cisneros.ó Interview  by  Martha  

Satz.  Southwest  Review,  82.2 (1997): n.pag.  Web.  15 October  2014. 

 

In this interview  with  Martha  Satz, Sandra  Cisneros discusses her  first collection  of  short 

stories, The House on  Mango  Street.  Specifically,  she discusses the  general  theme  of  the  
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book,  the  authorõs intention,  her  parentsõ reception  of  her  success,  and  the  female  

experience  in contrast  to  the  male  experience  in the  barrio.  

 

        Cisnerosõs acclaimed  work  is told  from  the  viewpoint  of  a  young  girl in an  

impoverished  neighborhood  who  is stuck  between  multiple  worldsñspecifically,  

childhood  and  adulthood,  and  American  and  Chicana.  According  to  Cisneros, ò[The 

House on  Mango  Street]  is a  book  about  a  young  girlõs discovery  of  her  sexuality.ó In 

addition,  the  author  discusses how  important  it was for  her  to  tell  the  kinds of  stories that  

are  never  told.  Naturally,  The House on  Mango  Street  encompasses  the  overlooked  

account  of  her  motherõs stories, her  studentsõ stories, and  the  stories of  the  women  in her  

community  through  the  fictional  form  of  narrative.  

 

        Cisneros also goes  on  to  discuss her  motherõs and  fatherõs reception  of  her  

literary  career.  Although  her  mother  encouraged  and  actively  supported  her  as a  child,  

her  father  was  apathetic  towards  her  education.  On  the  one  hand,  her  mot herñ

having  been  denied  an  education ñempowered  Cisneros by  taking  her  to  the  library  

and  filling  their  home  with  rented  books.  Cisneros acknowledges  that  her  mother  was  

òimportant in nurturing  her  as a  writer.ó On  the  other  hand,  Cisnerosõs father  ignored  her 

desire  to  be  educated  because  she was  a  female;  ultimately,  he  believed  she would  

eventually  marry.  Cisneros recounts,  òIõm thirty -one  and  Iõve had  a  bit  of  success with  

my  writing  now.  But my  father  never  acknowledged  my  success until  very  recently ñunt il 

last summer,  in fact.ó 

 

        Although  Cisnerosõs father  ignored  her  desires to  attend  college  and  write,  she 

continued  to  strive toward  her  education;  in fact,  she attended  the  prestigious  Iowa  

University, wherein  she was  able  to  formulate  her  distinct  voice  among  her  classmates.  

Indeed,  it was  at  Iowa  Mango  Street  was  born.  

 

---. Voices  From the  Gaps.  Interview  by  Maria -Antonia  Oliver -Rotger.  University of  

Minnesota.  2012. Web.  16 October  2014. 

 

In Voices  from  the  Gaps,  Cisneros discusses her  female  experience  that  defined  her  

feminist  ideologies,  and  her  writing  as a  form  of  resistance  and  activism  against  the  

Latino  and  Anglo -culture  that  oppresses  women  of  color.  Specifically,  Cisneros defines  

her  feminism  as a  means  for  activism.  Her artistic  expr ession derives  from  her  conviction  

to  fight  for  the  most  debilitated  of  women  and  people  within  her  culture:  òMy feminism  

is humanism,  with  the  weakest  being  those  who  I represent.ó Further, she also discusses 

the  moment  in the  creative  writing  workshop  wh ere  she became  aware  of  her  class 

difference  as well  as the  male  and  female  relationship  to  the  domestic  sphere.  
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De La Torre, Miguel  A. òMarianismo.ó Hispanic  American  Religious Cultures.  Ed. Miguel  

A. De La Torre. Santa  Barbara:  ABC-CLIO, 2009: n.pag.  Ga le Virtual  Reference  Library.  

Web.  18 October  2014. 

 

De La Torre defines  the  term  marianismo,  which  originates  from  the  idealism  of  the  Virgin  

Mary  and  dictates  that  women  are  to  be  passive,  silent, domestic,  and  maternal;  

conversely,  machismo  is the  negat ive  inverse  of  marianismo ñand  can  be  defined  as 

excessive  display  of  male  aggression,  assertion,  sexual  experience  and  non -domesticity.  

Marianismo  is socially  crippling  to  Latin  American  women  because  it propagates  

patriarchy;  in other  words,  it relegates  women  to  the  domestic  sphere  and  renders  

them  powerless.  Although  the  term  Marianismo  was  introduced  in the  1970s, its ideals  

first originated  as a  result of  the  colonization  of  the  Americas  where  Catholicism  was  

introduced.  According  to  De La Torre, Spanish Catholicism  substantiates  marianismo  

because  it aids  in the  construction  of  gender  roles where  women  are  to  be  home  and  

men  are  to  be  in the  public  sphere,  en  la  calle ñin the  street.  As a  result, women  are  

expected  to  remain  silent, even  in light  of  mal e physical  abuse  and  callousness.   

 

Ganz,  Robin.  òSandra Cisneros: Border  Crossings and  beyond.ó Melus 19.1 (1994): n. 

pag.  Web.  11 October  2014. 

         

This biographical  sketch  of  Sandra  Cisneros highlights  how  Cisnerosõs childhood  and  

cultural  backgrou nd  contributed  to  her  career  as a  writer  and  spokesperson  for  the  

Chicana  feminist  movement.  She was  born  on  December  20, 1959ñthe  only  daughter  

in a  family  of  nineñto  a  Mexican  father,  Alfred  Cisneros Del  Moral,  and  a  Mexican  

American  mother,  Elvida  Corde ro Anguiano.  Before  meeting  Cisnerosõs mother,  Alfred  

studied  accounting  in Mexico;  however,  after  failing  all  of  his classes at  the  university  he  

attended,  he  ran  away  from  Mexico  and  migrated  to  Chicago.  It was  there  he  met  

Elvida.  They would  soon  become  a  family  of  nine.  Cisneros recounts  how  her  brothers  

often  felt  it beneath  them  to  play  with  a  girl; as a  result, their  rejection  caused  her  to  

feel  isolated.  

 

Compounding  her  isolation,  the  family  often  moved,  both  from  neighborhood  to  

neighborhood  and  from  country  to  country.  Cisnerosõs father  often  felt  nostalgic  for  his 

homeland,  Mexico;  consequently,  he  would  often  uproot  the  family  from  Chicago  and  

would  move  them  temporarily  back  to  Mexico.  However,  after  he  filled  his void,  he  

would  pack  up  the  fam ily and  return  to  Chicago,  to  a  new  neighborhood  and  new  

apartment,  to  begin  all  over  again.  Ultimately,  the  constant  uprooting  and  rejection  of  

her  brothers  caused  Cisneros to  grow  lonely  and  feel  displaced.  Ironically,  these  

difficulties  proved  to  be  the  driving  forces  that  led  her  to  eventually  write  A House on  

Mango  Street.  
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Sandra  Cisnerosõs success continued  to  grow  after  the  publishing  of  The House on  

Mango  Street,  in 1984; following  this, she published  her  second  collection  of  stories 

entitled  Woman  Hollering  Creek  and  Other  Stories, which  introduced  a  politically  

outspoken  Cisneros not  afraid  to  confront  issues of  oppression,  class, sexism, and  

sexuality.  

 

Mancillas,  Linda  Kay. òWomen as Leaders  in the  Latina/o  Movement.ó  

Gender  and  Womenõs Leaders hip:  A Reference  Handbook.  California:  SAGE 

Publications  2010. 209-217. SAGE Knowledge.  Web.  6-10-2014. 

 

        Mancillas  describes  the  Latina  movement  that  emerged  during  the  Civil  Rights 

movement  in the  United  States as well  as the  Latina  women  that  eme rged  as leaders  

henceforth.  As a  result of  the  many  groups  that  rose up  against  the  discrimination  and  

exploitation  of  Spanish-speaking  people,  women  gained  access  to  the  public  and  

political  sphere,  thus challenging  machismo  that  defined  their  culture.  Subsequently,  

they  began  to  form  networks  and  interest  groups,  which  eventually  led  to  the  formation  

of  large  organizations.  For instance,  The League  of  United  Latin  American  Citizens and  

the  Mexican  American  National  Association  are  just two  organizations  formed  as a  

result of  the  womenõs movement,  with  their  sole function  being  the  development  of  

Latina  Leadership.  Consequently,  the  growth  of  awareness  in the  human  rights 

movement  encouraged  women  to  challenge  private  and  public  oppression  and  

sexism. 

 

        Furthermore,  Mancillas  discusses the  liberation  and  emergence  of  Latina  women  

in professional  positions,  such  as literature  and  politics.  In the  1970s, various  Latina  

scholars  began  advocating  for  the  writing  of  Latina  women  to  be  included  in the  

curriculum  of  higher  learning;  subsequently,  in the  1980s and  1990s, female  writers 

gained  national  recognition.  Similarly, Latinas  gained  recognition  in politics;  in fact,  in 

the  1970s, women  in Texas spoke  out  against  police  brutality  and  formed  important  

gro ups that  offered  leadership  education  for Latinas.  Ultimately,  according  to  

Mancillas,  òIn 1982 Cuban  American  Llena  Ros-Lehtinen  was  the  first Latina  

representative  elected  to  the  U.S congress.ó This would  inevitably  pave  the  way  for  

many  more  American -bo rn Latinas  to  hold  positions  of  power.  

 

        Significantly,  Mancillas  illustrates how  American -born  Latinas  in the  United  States 

fought  against  the  cultural  oppression  and  the  marginalization  they  experienced  as a  

result of  living  in a  racist  patriarcha l society  that  favors  the  Anglo  American.  

 

Sandoval,  Anne  Marie.  Toward  a  Latina  Feminism of  the  Americas:  Repression and  

Resistance  in Chicana  and  Mexicana  Literature.  Austin:  University of  Texas Press, 2008. 

Project  Muse.  Web.  12 Dec.  2014. 
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Sandovalõs book  compares  Mexican  and  Chicana  literature,  illuminating  the  specific  

connections  between  the  Chicana  experience  and  the  Mexicana  experience.  Her 

study  includes  a  historical  overview  of  Chicana  critics  and  their  theories;  specifically,  

literary  critic  Deb ra Castillo  stresses the  need  for  a  specific  Latina  feminism  that  studies 

the  critical  issues that  are  specific  to  Latina  women.  In addition,  Sandovalõs study  

includes  an  analysis of  prominent  feminist  voices  and  their  literature.   

 

Sandoval  provides  a  cri tical  examination  of  the  modes  of  resistance  within  Chicana  

and  Mexicana  literature.  As an  illustration,  she explores  Cisnerosõs The House on  Mango  

Street  and  Woman  Hollering  Creek.  Chicana  feminist  author,  Cisneros, uses her  intimate  

experience  with  the  barrio  to  write  the  realities  that  women  face  in a  male -dominated  

traditional  culture.  For instance,  Sandoval  writes about  one  specific  moment  in The 

House On  Mango  Street  in which  the  main  character,  Esperanza,  realizes how  the  

relationship  between  men  and  women  change  as they  get  older;  specifically,  she 

observes  how  the  boys  in her  community  òbecome socialized  to  believe  that  it is natural  

for  them  to  use Sally for  their  own  pleasure;  even  Sally sees nothing  wrong  with  itó (27). 

As a  result, this moment  in Esperanzaõs life fills her  with  anger,  frustration,  and  most  

gravely,  fear  of  the  realization  that  this is what  her  culture  condones.  Ultimately,  

Esperanza  makes  a  conscious  choice  to  resist her  culture  all  through  the  story, which  

leads  her  to  pursue  fo rmal  education  and  liberation  from  the  patriarchal  demands  of  

her  culture.  

 

        In writing  the  stories of  strong  young  women  like Esperanza,  Cisneros resists the  

traditional  portrayal  of  women  as weak  and  domestic  in Mexican  culture;  therefore,  she 

off ers a  revision of  womenõs destiny  within  Mexican  culture.  Similarly, in Cisnerosõs 

second  short story collection,  Woman  Hollering  Creek,  Sandoval  explains  that  Cisneros 

creates  characters  that  expose  the  battered  female  as a  result of  the  oppressive  male  

structure.  For example,  one  important  female  protagonist  in Woman  Hollering  Creek  is 

Cleofilas,  a  displaced  Mexican  woman  living  in the  United  States with  her  physically  

abusive  husband.  Sandoval  depicts  the  moment  Cleofilas  acknowledges  the  graveness  

of  he r situation:  

 

While  she is washing  dishes one  day,  a  conversation  between  her  husband  and  his 

friends  inspires her  to  reflect  on  her  life of  domestic  abuse:  òWas Cleofilas  just 

exaggerating  as her  husband  always  said?  It seemed  the  newspapers  were  full of  such  

stories. This woman  found  on  the  side of  the  interstate.  This one  pushed  from  a  moving  

car.  This one  a  cadaver,  this one  unconscious,  this one  beaten  blue.  Her ex-husband,  

her  husband,  her  lover,  her  father,  her  brother,  her  uncle,  her  friend,  her  co -worker.  

Always.  The same  grisly news  in the  pages  of  the  dailies.  She dunked  a  glass under  the  

soapy  water  for  a  moment ñshivered.ó (37)  
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This realization  leads  Cleofilas  to  escape  her  abusive  husband,  further  demonstrating  

that  Latinas  can  break  the  patri archal  stranglehold  of  their  culture.  Fundamentally,  

Sandoval  uses her  analysis to  argue  that  Cisnerosõs work  provides  women  with  new  

options  for  living  through  resistant  female  characters  that  go  against  the  traditional  

portrayals  of  women  in Chicana  and  Mexican  Literature.  
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Sydney Axelrod  

òTuning into Globalization: A Glimpse into our Changing Society Through the 

Small Screenó 

Mentor:  Nathan Zook  

Montgomery Community College  

 

For decades,  television  sets have  served  as beloved  fixtures in American  households;  

however,  the  act  of  sitting  around  the  tube  is often  frowned  upon  and  viewed  as a  lazy, 

self-indulgent  pastime  -- following  The Simpsonsõ character  Homer  Simpsonõs ironic  

belief  that  programs  such  as òcartoons donõt have  any  deep  mean ing;  theyõre just 

stupid  drawings  that  give  you  a  cheap  laughó (òMr. Lisa Goes  to  Washingtonó).  Be that  

as it may,  those  following  this belief  see television  shows only  for  their  face  value  -- 

discrediting  and  overlooking  insightful  commentary  concerning  current  events,  politics,  

and  other  elements  of  society.  Although  television  shows may  not  be  the  most  obvious  

source  for  information  regarding  culture,  society,  politics,  or other  studious  subjects,  

viewing  American  programming  through  an  analytical  lens reveals  the  transition  that  

our  society  has undergone  from  expecting  the  assimilation  of  others  into  the  dominant  

culture  to  embracing  the  differences  and  unique  attributes  that  different  cultures  can  

bring  to  the  table.  As a  result, society  within  the  United  States has become  more  open  

to  introducing  and  integrating  properties  of  outside  cultures  and  minority  identities,  

while  also questioning  the  traditional  American  values  that  were  previously  held  as 

absolute  and  propagated  across  the  globe.   

 

Trying to  identify  the  causes  and  effects  of  globalization  in regards  to  any  subject  or 

medium  can  be  daunting,  because  this phenomenon  is complex,  current,  and  

omnipresent.  It can  be  challenging  to  pinpoint  a  clear  definition  of  globalization,  let  

alone,  interpret  how  and  where  it is affecting  us. This phenomenon  can  be  especially  

difficult  to  analyze,  because  it constantly  occurring  and  altering  our  lives ð both  subtly  

and  strongly.  According  to  Lyn Gorman  and  David  McLean,  globalization,  at  the  most  

basic  level,  is an  òinexact expression  for  a  wide  array  of  worldwide  changes  in politics,  

communications,  business and  trade,  lifestyles, and  cultureó (Gorman  and  McLean  264-

265). Essentially, globalization  describes  the  process  of  increasing  interconnections  

between  c ountries  and  cultures.  As Robert  Kaplan  explains,  this phenomenon  is neither  

positive  nor  negative  in itself; it is simply  a  process  of  change  that  may  have  positive  or 

negative  consequences  (Friedman  and  Kaplan  65). Gorman  and  McLean  have  

supported  this c laim,  stating  that  current  views  of  globalization  developing  out  of  the  

late  1990s can  be  òcategorized broadly  into  optimistic  and  pessimistic.ó While  some  see 

this phenomenon  as negatively  impacting  the  economy,  others  view  globalization  as 

positively  pro moting  òglobal consciousness,  increasing  international  dialogue,  

empowering  minorities,  and  creating  new  alliances  and  solidarities  that  supported  a  

progressive  politicsó (Gorman  and  McLean  278).  Although  it can  be  difficult  to  
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decipher  whether  complex  co nnections  are  causing  positive  or negative  

consequences,  television  shows can  provide  simple  examples  of  these  effects.  For 

example,  during  the  early  years  of  the  television,  shows such  as Gilliganõs Island   -- 

which,  as Paul Cantor  describes,  told  the  òwacky  misadventures  of  [...]  hapless  

castaways  -- featured  predominantly  white  casts  supporting  various  American  

ideologies,   including  democracy,  equal  rights, and  free  speech;  however,  over  time,  

many  family -based  sitcoms  ð such  as The Simpsons and  Modern  Family  ð began  starring  

more  diverse  casts,  while  others  began  questioning  American  superiority.  

 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  apparent  shifts in American  television  regarding  the  

interconnectivity  of  the  world  has been  the  change  in messages  from  Americanizati on  

to  globalization.  In many  ways,  this shift has reflected  the  ideologies  stemming  from  the  

progression  of  the  Cold  War.  As Paul Cantor  notes,  in the  early  stages  of  the  Cold  War,  

òWorld War II [was]  close  enough  to  be  a  living  historical  memory,ó which  is reflected  in 

Gilliganõs Island , where  its memories  are  òstill helping  Americans  form  their  sense of  

place  in the  worldó and  òencouraging them  to  think  of  themselves  as the  true  

champions  of  freedom  and  democracyó (Cantor  x-xi). During  this period  of  time , 

television  programs  acted  as propaganda  to  continually  support  the  idea  of  American  

superiority  and  our  responsibility  to  help  keep  other  countries  from  falling  to  the  evils of  

communism  by  promoting  democracy.  According  to  Cantor,  òin the  earlier  shows[ ,] 

globalization  is something  that  America  does  to  the  rest of  the  worldó and  could  more  

accurately  be  called  òthe Americanization  of  the  globeó (Cantor  xiii-xv). In terms of  

Gilliganõs Island,  Cantor  notes  that  this showõs òpremise was  that  a  group  of  

rep resentative  Americans  could  be  dropped  anywhereó and  still succeed,  thus 

demonstrating  òthe ability  of  the  countryõs economic,  scientific,  and  military  might  to  

prevail  in any  corner  of  the  globeó (Cantor  xv). In many  ways,  Gilliganõs Island  secured  

the  Am erican  governmentõs attitude  of  global  superiority  in the  publicõs minds  by  

demonstrating  the  belief  that  values  of  this country  could  thrive  and  improve  life 

anywhere  in the  world.  The title  character  of  Gilligan,  Cantor  explains,  represents  the  

typical  American  citizen,  who  bears  no  significant  characteristics  and  is essentially  

normal  in every  sense of  his being.  According  to  Cantor,  Gilligan  is òliving testimony  to  

the  democratic  idea  that  you  can  have  nothing  to  say for  yourself  and  still deserve  a  

voice  in the  community.ó Rather  than  perpetuating  the  classic  image  of  a  strong,  

affluent,  likeable,  and  clever  leader,  Gilliganõs Island  demonstrates  its òdemocratic 

visionó by  ò[devaluing] traditional  aristocratic  notions  by  neutralizing  conventional  forms 

of  heroism  and  excellenceó (Cantor  6). As Cantor  elaborates,  The Skipper,  The 

Millionaire,  and  the  Professor would  appear  to  be  the  most  obvious  selections  for  a  

leader,  because  they  are  respectively  the  strongest,  wealthiest,  wisest characters  on  

the  island;  however,  òthese [three]  claims  to  superiority  cancel  each  other  out,ó making  

them  essentially  equal.  Gilligan,  on  the  other  hand,  does  not  have  any  distinguishable  

qualities.  In the  spirit of  the  American  ideology  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  Gilligan  

demonstrates  that  even  those  who  are  entirely  mediocre  deserve  equal  credit  to  those  



 

 
 

Page 63 of 182 

who  have  superior  strength,  knowledge,  and  experience.  Cantor  elaborates,  stating  

that  in many  ways,  Gilligan  is actually  the  òreigning forceó in the  islandõs community , 

because  his only  true  virtue  is òa distinctively  democratic  one:  agreeablenessó (Cantor  

8). Since he  does  not  have  any  real  skills or strengths  to  offer,  Gilligan  is often  viewed  as 

the  most  ethical  choice  for  a  leader,  because  he  is not  superior  to  any  of  his peers.  

Following  the  American  value  of  equality,  the  show  argues  that  a  truly democratic  

leader  does  not  have  to  be  extraordinary;  he  can  be  an  ordinary  man.  In the  spirit of  

democracy,  no  man  should  hold  the  power  or superiority  to  reign  over  other s; he  

should,  instead,  make  decisions  that  benefit  the  group  as a  whole.  As Cantor  explains,  

this program  òdevelops a consistent  democratic  ideologyó and  òdistinctively American  

principle  that  no  human  being  [...]  is entitled  to  rule over  anotheró and  that  society  

should,  instead,  be  based  around  compromise  and  equality  (Cantor  16). This belief  is 

then  spread  and  applied  to  the  native  inhabitants  of  the  island,  promoting  the  Cold  

War  ideology  that  American  values  can  survive universally  and  can  allow  people  to  

thrive  around  the  world,  as demonstrated  in the  episode,  òBeauty Is As Beauty  Does,ó 

where  a  contest  is held  to  decide  which  female  is most  deserving  of  the  title  òMiss 

Castaway.ó As Cantor  notes,  although  the  competition  is assumed  to  be  between  

Ginge r, Lovey,  and  Mary  Ann  ð who  are  celebrated  for  their  charm,  grace,  and  virtue,  

respectively  ð when  Gilligan  is given  the  authority  to  crown  Miss Castaway,  he  chooses  

òGladys, an  ape  he  met  on  the  island,ó because  she is the  only  real  citizen  of  the  island  

(Cantor  8-9). In Gilliganõs eyes,  the  honor  of  being  Miss Castaway  does  not  depend  of  

talent  or beauty,  but  should  be  given  to  the  female  who  most  strongly  embodies  the  

essence  of  the  island  that  she would  represent  and,  as a  result, rightfully  deserves  to be  

called  òMiss Castaway.ó Essentially, this follows  the  same  notion  that  Gilligan  himself  

could  be  identified  as the  character  who  is most  representative  of  the  quintessential  

American  way  of  life ð that  is, working  on  spreading  the  goodness  of  democrac y to  

others  abroad  ð and,  ultimately,  emphasizing  the  showõs underlying  message  that  it is 

more  important  to  humbly  promote  the  collective  image  of  the  nation  rather  than  

flaunt  individual  strengths.   

 

In noting  the  shift from  Americanization  to  globalizat ion  that  has progressed  since  the  

Cold  War  era,  it is also important  to  recognize  the  shift that  our  society  has made  from  

expecting  the  assimilation  of  others  into  the  United  Statesõ dominant  ð white,  Anglo -

Saxon, and  Protestant  (WASP) ð culture  to  embrac ing  elements  that  can  be  

incorporated  from  other  cultures  and  allowing  individuals  to  establish  their  own  

identities.  According  to  Matthew  Henry,  television  during  the  1950s generally  promoted  

the  image  of  the  òsmiling, self-satisfied  WASP familiesó seen  in shows such  as Leave  It to  

Beaver , which  he  describes  as òmanifestations of  the  conformity  of  the  Cold  War  eraó 

(Henry  52). While  white  citizens  were  expected  to  conduct  themselves  in the  same  

conservative  manner  as the  families  seen  in these  programs,  wh ere  the  characters  

generally  followed  the  stereotypical  gender  roles of  the  housewife  managing  the  rowdy  

children  and  running  their  cookie -cutter  suburban  household  while  her  husband  is at  
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work,  there  was  a  simultaneous  push for  immigrants  to  abandon  their  ethnic  

backgrounds  and  assimilate  into  this same  society.  As Henry describes,  this likely 

occurred  in the  midst  of  the  Cold  War  because  òthe fear  and  loathing  of  immigrantsó or 

sense of  nativism  typically  òintensifies in the  midst  of  waró or other  nationa l crisis, leading  

ònative-born  citizens  [to  seek]  the  safety  of  social  homogeneityó and  view  others  as 

potential  enemies  or targets  (Henry  65). 

 

As the  nationõs fear  of  outside  attack  or war  gradually  decreased,  television  programs  

began  incorporating  more  diverse  casts;  however,  these  characters  cannot  really  be  

seen  as equals  to  their  white  counterparts.  As Mittell  mentions,  in the  early  stages  of  the  

diversification  of  television,  African -Americans  and  Latinos  ð such  as I Love  Lucyõs Ricky 

Ricardo  ð were  represented,  but  with  little  respect  and  were  commonly  the  butt  of  jokes 

(Mittell  316). Although  this inaccurate  and  often  racially  stereotypical  representation  did  

eventually  evolve  into  more  respectful  portrayals  of  groups  that  had  been  overlooked  

until  this point,  it is likely that  the  portrayal  of  minorities  in such  a  fashion  could  be  seen  

as another  effort  to  encourage  audience  members  to  assimilate  into  the  dominant,  

white  culture  ð which  was  still at  the  forefront  of  most  programs  ð in order  to  avoi d  being  

seen  as jokes, themselves.  The later  portion  of  the  Cold  War  featured  a  number  of  what  

Mittell  refers to  as òassimilationist texts,ó such  as Mission: Impossible  and  Star Trek, in 

which  minority  characters  are  òtreated equally  to  their  white  counter parts,ó but  are  not  

placed  in the  leadership  roles that  the  white  characters  hold  (Mittell  320). While  these  

programs  did  offer  dimension  to  minority  characters  outside  of  the  stereotypes  

associated  with  them,  it was  nearly  impossible  to  find  a   truly succ essful non -white  

character  until  the  start  of  The Cosby  Show. 

 

Although  The Cosby  Show , with  its entirely  black  main  cast,  does  not  appear  to  be  a  

likely forefather  of  ethnically  or racially  diverse  television,  experts  tend  to  view  the  

program  in this ligh t, because  of  its impact  on  audiences,  which  prepared  them  for  

shows with  more  mixed  casts  in the  future.  According  to  Henry,  The Cosby  Show  ð which  

was  on  air from  1984 to  1992 ð òmarked a significant  transition  in network  televisionõs 

portrayal  of  black  Americansó by  òworking hard  to  downplay  its ôblackness.õó While  its 

predecessors,  such  as Sanford  and  Son and  Good  Times, reinforced  the  association  

between  blackness  and  poverty,  which  òkept black  cultural  identity  separateó from  the  

more  traditional  dyna mics  of  sitcoms,  The Cosby  Show  featured  an  upper -middle -class 

family  whose  race  is displayed  only  through  their  skin tones  ð rather  than  their  actions  

(Henry  55). In many  ways,  The Cosby  Show can  be  more  accurately  described  as a  

traditional  American  fami ly sitcom  with  actors  who  happen  to  be  African  American  

than  a  distinctly  black  show,  showing  audiences  that  race  does  not  define  oneõs 

character;  however,  over  time,  some  have  found  the  need  for  a  resurgence  of  black  

heritage  ð as demonstrated  on  the  ABC sitcom  Black -ish. As Robert  Bianco  notes,  on  

the  most  basic  level,  Black -ish is essentially  parallel  to  The Cosby  Show . On  the  surface,  

both  shows feature  extremely  successful,  upper -middle -class black  families,  but  while  
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The Cosby  Show moves  away  from  the  idea  of  a  black  identity,  Black -ishõs patriarch,  

Andre  Johnson,  scrambles  to  reclaim  this heritage.  After  realizing  that  his family  is òlosing 

its connections  to  its roots,ó Andre  sets out  on  a  mission to  make  his family  ònot black -ish, 

but  blackó (Bianco ). While  The Cosby  Show ultimately  promotes  the  abandonment  of  a  

racial  identity  for  the  assimilation  into  a  national  identity,  Black -ish reexamines  the  

importance  of  taking  pride  in one õs heritage  and  family  history. 

 

After  realizing  that  racially  and  eth nically  diverse  characters  could  be  used  for  more  

than  just cheap  laughs,  television  networks  began  incorporating  globalized  elements  

into  their  programs.  A prime  example  of  this is The Simpsons, which  portrays  a  modern  

American  society  that  has become  so focused  on  the  local  and  global  aspects  of  life 

that  the  once  mighty  nation -state  is often  pushed  aside.  If Gilliganõs Island  represents  

the  Americanization  of  the  globe,  The Simpsons celebrates  the  globalization  of  the  

charactersõ hometown  of  Springfield.  Despite  being  a  generic  American  small town,  

Springfield  is considerably  diverse  ð housing  characters  of  various  races,  religions,  and  

backgrounds,  as demonstrated  by  the  showõs playful  coloring.  As Henry explains,  it may  

seem  that  the  use of  fluorescent  yellow  in place  of  a  white  complexion  is a  playful  effort  

to  belittle  the  emphasis  of  importance  of  race  and  color;  however,  Henry notes  that  it 

seems likely that,  had  this been  the  creatorsõ intention,  all  citizens  of  Springfield  would  

be  a  single  color.ó Rather  than  eliminating  diversity  in order  to  reduce  the  emphasis  of  

differences,  the  show  embraces  the  òactual diversity  of  American  societyó ð including  

race.  Furthermore,  following  the  precedent  set in place  by  The Cosby  Show, The 

Simpsons generally  side -steps the  connection  between  race  and  socioeconomic  status 

by  placing  the  shows most  prominent  black  characters  in some  of  Springfieldõs most  

prestigious  roles as doctors  and  police  officers  (Henry  56). The shows only  real  exception  

to  this is Apu  Nahas apeemapetilon,  who  serves as the  showõs token  illegal  immigrant;  

however,  as Henry explains,  the  writers of  The Simpsons use Apu  as a  tool  to  satirically  

mock  conservative  Americansõ reactions  toward  illegal  immigration,  rather  than  

mocking  immigrants  them selves. This is apparent  in the  episode  òMuch Apu  about  

Nothingó ð which  aired  in the  midst  of  heated  debates  regarding  illegal  immigration  -- in 

which  the  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Springfield  ð who  are  primarily  Republican  ð are  in 

favor  of  immigration  reform  until  they  realize  that  the  new  law  would  require  that  their  

beloved  friend  Apu  be  deported,  thus mocking  the  way  that  conservatives  tend  to  be  

in support  of  the  rejection  of  others  unless their  personal  interests are  at  risk (Henry  

65).  Still, by  portraying  racial  and  ethnic  differences  as essentially  non -issues in most  

instances,  The Simpsons avoids  the  creation  of  individual  communities  and,  instead,  

develops  a  more  unified  identity  as citizens  of  Springfield.  While  The Simpsons 

demonstrates  an  ethnically  and  racially  diverse  town,  the  show  rarely  delves  into  the  

conflict  between  groups  ð suggesting  that  the  identity  of  being  citizens  of  Springfield  

unites  the  characters  despite  their  differences,  creating  an  integrated,  globalized  

society.  
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In ad dition  to  overlooking  the  difference  between  each  otherõs backgrounds,  there  are  

a  number  of  occasions  in which  The Simpsonsõ characters  embrace  of  elements  from  

other  cultures  and  accept  them  as their  own.  A prime  example  of  this is the  episode  

entitled  òThe Food  Wife,ó in which  Marge,  Lisa, and  Bart decide  to  expand  beyond  their  

ordinary  palates  and  explore  global  cuisine  after  finding  themselves  stuck  in the  Little 

Ethiopia  district  of  Springfield.  Initially,  the  characters  are  wary  of  Ethiopian  food  and  

approach  it with  an  extremely  ethnocentric  attitude,  with  Bart wondering  òwhat else 

[Ethiopians]  do  wrongó after  discovering  that  the  meal  is eaten  using pancake -like 

bread  as utensils and  Marge  ordering  the  òcraziest thing  on  the  menu;ó however,  they  

dev elop  a  newfound  appreciation  for  global  cuisine  after  giving  the  food  a  try (òThe 

Food  Wifeó). Although  Marge,  Bart, and  Lisa show  a  respectful  reverence  toward  other  

cultureõs cuisine,  the  episode  also demonstrates  two  opposing  approaches  toward  

internati onal  food.  On  one  end  of  the  spectrum  is Homer,  who  refuses to  try new  foods,  

stating  that  ò[he doesnõt] eat  anything  new  unless [heõs] eaten  it before,ó while  on  the  

other  end  is a  group  of  foodies  whose  appreciation  for  global  cuisine  is actually  

borderi ng  on  cultural  appropriation.  Rather  than  displaying  respect  for  the  cultures  from  

which  these  food  items  come,  these  characters  claim  these  elements  as their  own  and  

scoff  at  any  existing  cultural  significance,  as demonstrated  by  their  statements  that  

ò[they]  discovered  Korean  food  in [Springfield]ó before  the  actual  Koreans  who  simply  

òcook it,ó òbut donõt get  itó (òThe Food  Wifeó). Although  embracing  elements  of  a  

culture  is an  important  step  toward  showing  respect  and  acceptance  toward  its 

people,  erasing  the  history and  significance  behind  these  items  undermines  any  

progress  made  by  creating  a  tone  of  imperialism,  rather  than  globalization.  Still, these  

characters  are  a  minority  in a  generally  accepting  and  progressive  society  of  

Springfield  that  views  its inhabitants  as citizens  of  the  globalized  town,  rather  than  

Americans  and  others.  

 

Although  the  United  States has undergone  a  number  of  changes  over  the  course  of  the  

past  century,  one  of  the  most  apparent  has been  in the  image  of  the  American  family.  

In the  1980s, social  psychologist  John  Condry  made  the  observation  that  most  sitcoms  

òdepict traditional  nuclear  familiesó with  òa father,  mother,  and  children  ð all  living  

togetheró (Condry  135); however,  flipping  channels  nowadays  clearly  shows that  this is 

no  longer  the  case,  with  programs  such  as Modern  Family  and  Switched  at  Birth 

depicting  families  that  are  far  from  traditional.  ABCõs Modern  Family , for  example,  

follows  the  lives of  three  extended  families  that  are  all  unique  in their  own  way:  the  

Dunphyõs, a traditional  nuclear  family;  the  Prichett -Delgadoõs, an  interracial  family  

made  up  of  old -timer  Jay  Prichett,  his young  Colombian  wife  Gloria,  her  teenage  son, 

Manny,  and  their  newborn  son, Joe;  and  the  Prichett -Tuckers, a  gay  couple  raising their  

adopted  daughter,  Lily. Although  Modern  Family is filled  with  crazy  antics  and  

anecdotes  about  parenthood,  many  of  the  showõs strongest  lessons about  tolerance  

are  shown  through  Jayõs dialogue  and  actions,  since  he  has seen  the  changes  our  

society  has unde rgone  since  the  Cold  War  in terms of  learning  to  accept  others  
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regardless  of  their  ethnicities,  races,  genders,  and  sexualities.  While  the  younger  

characters  do  not  question  accepting  others  in spite  of  their  differences,  because  they  

have  grown  up  in a  fa irly globalized  and  integrated  society,  the  show  demonstrates  

that  Jay,  who  was  raised  during  the  age  of  segregation  and  conformity,  is still hesitant  

to  welcome  beliefs  and  lifestyles that  are  different  from  his own.  Still, Modern  Family  

depicts  Jay  as a  character  who  gradually  becomes  more  open  to  realizing  that  the  

views  he  has always  held  are  not  necessarily  right.   One  example  of  this occurs  in the  

episode  òPlanes, Trains, and  Cars,ó where  Gloria  undermines  Jayõs nostalgic  view  of  the  

Cold  War  Era as òthe  good  old  daysó in America  by  responding  that  this was  true  

òunless you  were  a  woman,  black,  Hispanic,  or gay.ó Rather  than  getting  defensive  as 

one  may  expect,  Jay  reluctantly  agrees,  sarcastically  remarking  that  òif you  were  a  

straight  white  guy  who  p layed  football,  you  really  couldnõt have  a  bad  dayó (òPlanes, 

Trains, and  Carsó). Here,  it can  be  inferred  that  Jay  ð a  straight,  white  male  ð has never  

faced  the  same  level  of  discrimination  as a  Gloria,  a  newly  immigrated  female,  would  

have.  As a  result, Jay  does  not  realize  that  what  he  has always  seen  as innocent  fun  

was  actually  a  time  of  racism,  sexism, and  homophobia  until  it is brought  to  his attention  

by  an  outsider.  Still, by  recognizing  the  truth  in Gloriaõs statement,  it can  be  said  that  

America  has progressed  from  the  society  of  Jayõs youth  ð which  was reluctant  to  

accept  those  who  are  different  ð to  one  that  is more  welcoming  of  new  beliefs,  and  

cultures  ð and  willing  to  recognize  the  wrongdoings  of  its past.  At  the  same  time,  there  

are  have  be en  several  occasions  where  Jay,  as a  white  male,  has held  an  elitist 

attitude  toward  his wife  Gloria,  particularly  regarding  her  heavy  Colombian  accent  -- 

demonstrating  that  he  still holds  the  assimilationist  attitude  toward  immigrants  that  

society  has ing rained  in him  throughout  his lifetime.  Throughout  the  showõs run, writers 

have  used  Gloria  in a  very  similar manner  to  televisionõs early  minority  characters,  

which,  as Mittell  describes,  were  represented,  but  with  little  respect.  Just as characters,  

such  as I Love  Lucyõs Ricky Ricardo,  were  mocked  for  their  heavy  accidents  and  

misused  English idioms,  Gloria  is often  the  butt  of  these  jokes (Mittell  316); however,  while  

older  programs  did  not  reveal  these  charactersõ reactions  toward  being  teased,  Gloria  

ev entually  stands  up  for  herself  and  calls  Jay  out  on  his disrespectful  actions  in the  

episode  òQueer Eyes, Full Heartsó. After  growing  tired  of  listening  to  Jay,  her  son Manny,  

and  the  rest of  the  family  mock  her  accent,  Gloria  finally  defends  herself  and  reveals  

the  struggles  that  she has to  endure  when  speaking  English, asking  Jay  and  Manny  if 

they  òknow how  frustrating  it is to  have  to  translate  everything  in [her]  head  before  [she 

says] itó or how  embarrassing  it is òto have  people  laugh  in [her]  face  be cause  [she is] 

struggling  to  find  the  wordsó (òQueer Eyes, Full Heartsó). By conveying  Gloriaõs point  of  

view,  Modern  Family is rejecting  the  assimilationist  attitude  that  the  society  in the  United  

States has held  for  generations  and  is, instead,  showing  audiences  that  it can  be  

extremely  difficult  for  immigrants  to  abandon  elements  of  their  previous  lives in order  to  

blend  into  the  dominant  culture,  thus arguing  that  we,  as Americans,  should  accept  

others  for  who  they  are,  rather  than  mocking  them  for  bein g different.  
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In addition  to  being  used  as a  pawn  to  show  the  integration  of  other  cultures,  over  the  

course  of  the  show,  Jayõs character  has also demonstrated  the  process  that  many  

conservatives  go  through  when  beginning  to  accept  a  family  memberõs sexuali ty. 

Although  Jay  is initially  very  reluctant  to  accept  that  his son Mitchell  is gay,  as 

demonstrated  by  Mitchellõs remark  that  ò[he] had  to  actually  come  out  to  [his] dad  

three  times  before  he  finally  acknowledged  itó (òFifteen Percentó), Jay  slowly comes  

around  to  the  idea  that  Mitchell  and  Camõs relationship  is really  no  different  than  the  

heterosexual  relationships  that  he  is used  to  and  even  teaches  this concept  to  Camõs 

father  in the  episode  òThe Last Walt.ó  In this episode  from  season  three,  Mitchell õs 

fianc®õs father,  Merle,  insists on  viewing  Mitchell  as an  effeminate  counterpart  to  his son, 

Cam  ð much  to  Jayõs dismay;  however,  Jay  comes  to  realize  that  this is not  Merleõs way  

of  insulting  Mitchell,  but  rather  a  way  of  coping  with  the  reality  that  his son is gay  by  

grasping  at  the  idea  that  at  least  Cam  is the  òmanó in the  relationship.  As a  result, Jay  ð 

in a  heartfelt  moment  ð teaches  Merle  that  it ò[isnõt] like it was  in [their]  dayó and  Cam  

and  Mitchell  can  both  be  the  men  in the  relationship;  òneither  one  is the  wifeó (òThe 

Last Waltó). Although  he  is still not  completely  on  board  with  Cam  and  Mitchellõs 

relationship  and  would  admittedly  like his son to  be  straight,  Jay  comes  to  realize  that  

Mitchellõs happiness  is more  important  than  preserving  his traditional  view  of  marriage  

as a  heterosexual  engagement  and  that  ð ultimately  ð this happiness  is dependent  on  a  

fatherõs acceptance  of  his son.  

 

In addition  to  demonstrating  the  shift from  Americanization  to  globalization  that  can  be  

seen  in many  of our  programs,  the  changing  nature  of  television  and  its portrayal  of  our  

society  has also encouraged  audiences  to  question  the  American  values  and  politics  

that  were  previously  accepted.  While  many  American  shows in the  early  stages  of  the  

Cold  War  suppo rted  the  stateõs goals  of  spreading  democracy  and  eradicating  

communism,  the  later  stages  and  end  of  this period  have  seen  a  shift from  the  

Americanization  of  the  globe  to  the  globalization  of  America.  At  the  beginning  of  the  

Cold  War,  many  television  prog rams acted  as propaganda  to  subtly  gain  citizensõ 

support  of  the  stateõs efforts;  however,  as the  war  progressed  and  the  bipolarity  of  the  

world  between  the  United  States and  the  Soviet  Union began  losing hold,  it became  

more  common  for  shows to  question  the  ethics  of  these  world  powers  and  the  beliefs  

that  had  previously  been  regarded  as truths. The questioning  and  mocking  of  the  

American  federal  government  has become  increasingly  popular  through  the  

development  of  satirical  commentaries  regarding  American  politics  ð becoming  

especially  prominent  during  presidential  commentaries.  Jeffrey  Jones  describes  these  

programs  as òinfotainmentó: programs  designed  to  both  entertain  and  inform  views 

about  current  events  and  issues (Satire TV 47). These programs  genera lly offer  critical  

and  comedic  approaches  toward  politicians  and  their  policies.  Recently,  satirical  news  

programs  ð such  as The Daily  Show and  The Colbert  Report  ð have  grown  in popularity  

and  importance,  thus bringing  audiencesõ attention  toward  current  events  and  

presenting  them  in a  more  skeptical  and,  often,  belittling  tone  than  that  of  the  typical  
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news  programs.  As Jason  Mittell  describes,  The Daily  Show, presents  òinterviews with  

major  political  and  media  figuresó with  òcomedic commentary  on  the  newsó ð making  

current  events  entertaining  and  engaging,  while  also providing  information  that  Mittell  

suggests  is more  accurate  and  fact -checked  than  that  of  standard  news  programs  

(Mittell  146). By providing  accurate  information  through  an  engaging  approach,  it is 

likely that  Jon  Stewart,  Stephen  Colbert,  and  other  comedic  news  anchors  are  giving  

their  audiences  a  strong  education  of  current  events  while  also encouraging  them  to  

question  what  other  news  outlets  are  saying.  In addition  to  these  satirical  news  

programs,  infotainment  also takes  form  in many  cartoons  and  sitcoms,  such  as South 

Park, Thatõs My Bush!, and   Lilõ Bush. While  South Park tackles  a  variety  of  social  and  

political  issues, Thatõs My Bush! and  Lilõ Bush ð also produced  by  Comedy  Central  ð 

mock  George  W. Bushõs character  and  actions.  As Jones  explains,  Thatõs My Bush! was  

a  òparody of  the  typical  home  and  office  sitcoms,ó but  was  set in the  White  House 

during  George  W. Bushõs first term  as president  and  made  most  jokes at  his expense  

(Enterta ining  Politics 8). In addition  to  blatantly  mocking  Bushõs demeanor,  the  show  

occasionally  commented  on  the  ideologies  of  Bush, his father,  and  ð ultimately  ð the  

Republican  Party  as a  whole,  by  alluding  to  controversies,  such  as racist  beliefs  (Satire 

TV 38). Jones  also notes  that  Thatõs My Bush! òsignals how  far  television  has comeó from  

blindly  supporting  the  sitting  president  and  his beliefs,  to  openly  mocking  him  and  his 

family  (Satire TV 50). 

 

Since the  1970s, Saturday  Night  Light  has also played  an  important  role  in influencing  

public  opinions  in various  presidential  elections.  According  to  Jones,  these  comedy  

sketches  have  influenced  elections  by  performing  impersonations  of  candidates  that  

were  based  more  around  exaggerated  òmannerisms and  political  styleó than  actual  

politics  (Satire TV 38). This sort of  sketch  was  integrated  into  Saturday  Night  Liveõs line up  

in the  showõs fourth  episode,  where  Chevy  Chase  opened  with  his impersonation  of  

President  Ford (Satire TV 40). Although  this sketch  was  succ essful, the  show  refrained  

from  continuing  to  outwardly  mocking  any  other  presidents  or candidates  until  the  late  

1980s. At  this point,  Saturday  Night  Live began  creating  more  presidential  

impersonations  when  Dana  Carvey  joined  the  cast  and  mocked  George  H.W. Bush, 

mimicking  his attitude,  voice,  overused  hand  motions,  and  overdone  rhetoric  (Satire TV 

42). As Jones  explains,  Carveyõs impersonation  of  Bush Sr. òset the  tone  for  what  would  

become  the  standard  SNL approach  to  political  humor,ó emphasizing  polit iciansõ 

physical  appearance  and  mannerisms  (Satire TV 43). Over  time,  the  popularity  of  these  

sketches  seems to  have  shaped  the  way  that  presidential  and  political  candidates  

present  themselves  to  the  American  public,  because  ð as Jones  notes  ð the  most  

important  qualifications  they  have  are  not  òmatters of  administrative  experience,  

legislative  proposals,  or foreign  policy  initiativesó; the  most  important  qualifications  are  

their  abilities  to  win  over  the  public  with  their  personalities.  Since it seems tha t so many  

people  form  their  opinions  of  political  candidates  around  appearances,  personalities,  

and  mannerisms,  Saturday  Night  Liveõs impersonations  and  the  political  caricatures  



 

 
 

Page 70 of 182 

shown  in other  satirical  programs  can  play  a  large  role  in the  maintenance  of  these  

reputations,  demonstrating  that  the  federal  government  is no  longer  held  in the  same  

high  esteem  that  it was  during  the  Cold  War  and  is, instead,  something  to  be  mocked  

and  questioned.   

 

Overall,  as our  society  has evolved,  the  messages  projected  in American  television  

have  followed  in suit, thus allowing  us to  look  back  to  syndicated  programs  of  the  past  

and  reflect  upon  our  changing  values  and  attitudes  and  the  progress  we  have  made.  

While  America  focused  on  promoting  the  democratization  of  the  glo be  during  much  of  

the  Cold  War,  programs  such  as Gilliganõs Island  not -so-subtly  encouraged  this same  

value  at  the  same  time  that  other  shows advertised  the  nationõs assimilationist  attitude  

toward  those  that  ethnically  and  racially  varied  from  the  dominan t, white  culture.  Still, 

as our  society  has become  increasingly  globalized  over  time,  programs  such  as The 

Simpsons, Modern  Family , and  many  more  have  demonstrated  the  gradual  transition  

we  have  made  from  reluctantly  accepting  elements  of  other  cultures  to  embracing  

them  as our  own,  while  satirical  programs  encourage  us to  question  the  òAmerican 

valuesó we  previously  viewed  as superior  to  all  others.  In the  end,  although  many  view  

television  as trivial,  the  programs  on  the  small screen  can  really  pack  a  big  

punch.  
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American  political  scientist  Joseph  Nye,  in his article  òGlobalism Versus Globalization,ó 

describes  globalization  as òthe process  by  which  globalism  becomes  increasingly  

thick/intense.ó He also accentuates  the  fact  that  òglobalism does  not  imply  

universality.ó It is often  argued  that  due  to  its ununiformed  nature,  globalization  has not  

been  able  to  provide  enough  for  the  poor.  Nobel  Laureate  Amartya  Sen, in one  of  his 

articles  òHow to  Judge  Globalization,ó points  out  an  argumen t that  has been  

formulated  regarding  globalization.  Critics  argue  that  globalization  is causing  the  poor  

to  become  poorer  and  the  rich  to  become  richer.  On  this topic,  Senõs view  is that  òit is 

not  sufficient  to  understand  that  the  poor  of  the  world  need  g lobalization  as much  as 

the  rich  do;  it is important  to  make  sure that  they  actually  get  what  they  need.ó  

 

Due  to  the  wealth  and  income  disparities  in regions  within  the  developing  as well  as the  

developed  nations,  many  are  being  deprived  of  proper  opport unities and  resources.  

Globalization,  in Nyeõs words,  seems to  be  rather  òthinó in these  poverty -stricken  regions.  

Thus, there  is a  formation  of  significant  opportunities  and  resources  gap  between  the  

rich  and  the  poor  in todayõs globalizing  world.  This pa per  will analyze  the  education  

gap  that  has been  created  by  the  non -uniform  nature  of  globalization.  

 

Let us first take  a  look  at  the  data  and  statistics that  indicate  the  degree  of  severity  of  

the  education  gap.  Even though  United  States claims  to  have  99% literacy  rate,  a  

report  by  the  United  States Department  of  Education  (USDE) shows that  approximately  

40 percent  of  students  across  the  nation  (Unites States) cannot  read  at  a  basic  level  

and  almost  70 percent  of  low -income  fourth  grade  students  cannot  read  at  a  basic  

level.  This shows the  education  gap  within  a  developed  nation.  Similarly, in a  

developing  nation  like India  the  numbers  of  children  who  do  not  get  proper  education  

especially  in the  rural  areas  are  very  high  (Census2011).  As per  the  data  publ ished  by  

the  2011 census,  India  has the  literacy  rate  of  74.04 percent.  The literacy  rate  among  

urban  population  is 84.1 percent  while  it is 67.8 for  rural  population.  The literacy  gap  

stands  at  16.3 points  (Sinha).  According  to  an  article  published  in the  Times of  India,  

òeven after  completing  four  years  of  school,  90% of  children  from  poorer  households  

remain  illiterateó (Gohain).  The above  statistics show  the  literacy  gap  in the  urban  and  

the  rural  regions  of  a  developing  nation.  On  the  other  hand,  in an  under -developed  

nation,  where  education  is a  major  keystone  of  development,  the  overall  literacy  rate  is 

considerably  low.  In Niger,  one  of  the  poorest  nations  in the  world,  the  literacy  rate  is 

only  28.70% (UNICEF). How  can  this gap  be  reduced?  In my  opi nion,  in order  to  reduce  

this gap  we  need  to  provide  children  with  proper  early  and  primary  education.  



 

 
 

Page 73 of 182 

Early childhood  education  and  primary  education  are  principal  foundations  for  the  

growth  of  an  individual.  The improvement  in early  childhood  and  primary  education,  in 

the  long  run, can  improve  the  overall  literacy  rate.  Research  shows that  providing  a  

high  quality  education  for  children  before  they  turn  five  yields significant  long -term  

benefits.  According  to  the  National  Education  Association,  a  report  by HighScope  Perry 

Preschool  Study found  that  individuals  who  were  enrolled  in a  quality  preschool  

program  ultimately  earned  up  to  $2,000 more  per  month  than  those  who  were  not.  

Similar studies like òThe Abecedarian  Project  showed  that  children  enrolled  in preschool  

programs  are  less likely to  repeat  grades,  need  special  education,  or get  into  future  

trouble  with  the  lawó (National  Education  Association).   

 

Similarly, in their  book  Achieving  Universal Primary Education  by  2015: A Chance  for  

Every Child,  Barbara  Bruns and  Ramahatra  Rakotomalala  point  out  that:  

 

òPrimary education  develops  the  capacity  to  learn,  to  read  and  use math,  to  acquire  

information,  and  to  think  critically  about  that  information.  Primary education  is also the  

gateway  to  all  higher  level s of  education  that  train  the  [é] highly  skilled professionals  

that  every  country,  no  matter  how  small or poor,  requires.ó  

 

 

Improvement  in primary  education  is essential  for  the  improvement  of  overall  literacy.  A 

lack  of  primary  education  in recent  decad es has led  to  high  levels of  adult  illiteracy  (UN 

Development  Group  Task Force).  

 

In order  to  match  the  purposes  of  this research  paper,  the  definitions  of  early  childhood  

education  and  primary  education  will have  to  be  tweaked.  The dictionary  definition  of 

early  childhood  education  is: òthe formal  teaching  and  care  of  young  children  by  

people  other  than  their  family  or in settings  outside  of  the  home  before  the  age  of  

normal  schoolingó (dictionary.com).  Similarly, primary  education  is defined  as òthe first 

stage  of  formal  education  in a  range  of  basic  subjectsó (Ministry of  Education  and  

Culture).  However,  for  the  purposes  of  this research,  these  definitions  will be  stretched  in 

order  to  capture  the  essence  of  learning  inside  and  outside  of  a  classroom  sett ing.  

Therefore,  early  childhood  education  and  primary  education  will include  learning  

experiences  inside  a  classroom  as well  as outside  of  a  classroom  or a  formal  teaching  

environment.  

 

Children  are  the  cornerstones  of  development  and  providing  them  with  p roper  

nourishment  and  knowledge  is of  utmost  importance,  especially  in todayõs increasingly  

globalizing -competitive  world.  This proper  knowledge  can  be  attained  through  

education  starting  at  an  early  age.  Education  provides  people  with  what  Sen calls  

òhuman capabilitiesó- the  essential  and  individual  power  to  reflect,  make  better  

choices,  seek a  voice  in the  society,  and  enjoy  a  better  lifeó (Bruns and  Rakotomalala).   
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Education  is one  of  the  most  important  instruments  that  a  person  is equipped  with  in 

order  to  keep  up  with  todayõs globalizing  world.  We are  well  aware  that  education  is 

the  main  foundation  for  social  and  economic  growth.  However,  most  of  us do  not  

understand  that  primary  education  is a  building  block  in attaining  increased  literacy  

rate  and  increased  growth  of  manpower  in the  nation.  If you  look  at  the  statistics, the  

countries  with  the  highest  number  of  children  out  of  school  have  the  lowest  literacy  rate  

as well  as income.  Niger  is included  among  the  top  15 countries  with  the  highest  

number  of primary  school  children  out  of  school.  It has about  1 million  children  out  of  

school.  Correspondingly,  it has the  lowest  literacy  rate  of  28.70% and  the  lowest  Gross 

National  Income  per  Capita  of  less than  400 dollars  (UNICEF). There is a  vicious  cycle  of 

illiteracy  and  poverty  engulfing  these  nations.  Thus, what  can  be  done  in order  to  

eradicate  this cycle?  What  can  be  done  to  reduce  the  global  primary  education  gap?  

In fact,  let  us take  a  look  the  projects  that  have  already  been  carried  out  in order  

era dicate  educational  disparities.   

 

Numerous  actions  have  been  taken  in order  to  decrease  the  education  gap  within  and  

without  nations.  For example,  the  United  States adopted  the  òNo Child  Left  Behind  Actó 

to  improve  educational  equity  for  students  from  lowe r income  families  by  providing  

federal  funds  to  school  districts  serving  poor  students.  School  districts serving  lower  

income  students  often  receive  less state  and  local  funding  than  those  serving  more  

affluent  children  (New  America  Foundation).  However,  as shown  by  the  USDEõs statistics 

above,  the  number  of  students  who  are  not  able  to  read  at  basic  level  is nevertheless  

quite  significant.  In fact  it received  several  criticisms  regarding  its implementation  and  

funding.  Its push for  quality  teachers  and  mor e professional  development  placed  

additional  demands  on  local  districts and  state  education  agencies.  These agencies  

claimed  that  the  government  was  not  able  to  fully fund  the  act.  Thus, this led  to  the  

projectõs failure.   

 

Similarly, though  the  government  in India  has implemented  a  law  that  every  child  under  

the  age  of  14 should  get  free  education,  the  problem  of  illiteracy  is still at  large.  

According  to  UNESCOõs annual  report,  1.4 million  children  aged  6-11 are  still out  of  

school  in India  (Times of  India).  These are  the  failures  of  projects  and  laws that  have  

been  implemented  by  the  government  of  the  countries.  Has there  any  global  effort  

been  made  in order  to  combat  the  problem  of  primary  education  disparity?   

 

Yes, the  United  Nations  has also realized  the  importance  of  education  in reaching  its 

Millennium  Development  Goals  (MDGs).  It states  that  education  òis transformative  and  

empowering,  and  a  means  for  accessing  broad  economic,  social,  political  and  cultural  

benefits.  Education  is a  powerful  driver  for realizing  all  of  the  MDGs and  for  sustainable  

development  more  generallyó (United  Nations  Development  Group  Task Force).  The 

MDG2  has focused  on  providing  a  full course  of  primary  schooling  for  everyone  in every  

country.  However,  progress  has not  been  universal.  Although  the  number  of  out -of -
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school  children  of  primary  school  age  declined  globally  from  100 million  to  58 million  

between  2000 and  2012, progress  has stalled  since  2007 (UNICEF). We can  see that  

there  are  programs  and  laws that  have  been  set in order  to  combat  the  education  

discrepancies;  however,  these  programs  and  laws have  not  shown  substantial  results. 

There is a  growing  concern  regarding  the  slow growth  of  improvement  in education  in 

this rather  rapidly  globalizing -competitive  world.  Therefore,  what  other  solutions can  be  

implemented  in order  to  bridge  the  education  gap  between  the  rich  and  the  poor?  

 

While  education  plays  a  fundamental  role  in globalization,  globalization  also has a  

profound  impact  on  education.  We often  explore,  in many  d ifferent  ways,  how  we  can  

use our  innovations  and  ideas  to  foster  globalization;  let  us now  analyze  what  

globalization  can  provide  us in order  to  combat  this education  disparity  between  the  

rich  and  the  poor.  John  Fien, a  member  of  the  Australian  National  Commission  for  

UNESCO defines  globalization  as òan ongoing  process  that  is linking  people,  

neighborhoods,  cities,  regions  and  countries  much  more  closely  together  than  they  

have  ever  been  beforeó (UNESCO). Therefore,  globalization  is allowing  us to  be  more  

interconnected.  Today,  through  globalization  and  interconnectivity,  many  parts  of  the  

world  have  access  to  one  of  the  most  powerful  revolutionary  tools  i.e. technology.  The 

rapid  growth  of  technology  and  communication  has the  power  to  revolutionize  

educat ion  around  the  globe.   

 

Technology  and  various  media  platforms  have  proven  to  be  òcritical means  for  

delivering  educational  content  to  children,  designed  to  help  ensure  school  readiness,  

address  educational  inequality,  or directly  target  specific  learning  areasó (Common  

Sense Media).  First, let  us examine  how  technology  has improved  learning  inside  of  a  

classroom  in well -off  areas.  In Chicagoland  area,  òschools use advanced  education  

technology  from  Hatch®  Early Learning  in their  pre -Kindergarten  classrooms  as part  of  

iStartSmartÊ Mobile  tablet  pilot  programs.ó The administrators  monitor  teacher -student  

interactions  and  improvements  in classroom  and  school  performance,  while  teachers  

use the  progress  monitoring  system to  understand  each  childõs skill level  and  to  refocus  

learning.  As a  result, children  who  used  iStartSmart  by  Hatch  scored  significantly  higher  

on  standard  math  and  literacy  tests than  children  in the  control  group.  Furthermore,  

òempowered teachers  combined  with  appropriate  progress -monitoring  technology  

lead  to  improved  learning  outcomeó (Hatch).  

 

Correspondingly,  technology  also improves  learning  experiences  outside  of  classroom.  

A report  by  the  Common  Sense Media  provides  data  and  statistics regarding  the  use of  

technology  and  media  for  educat ional  purposes  by  children  in the  United  States. The 

survey indicates  that  by  the  time  children  are  in the  5- to  8-year -old  age  range,  use of  

educational  content  on  the  computer  and  on  mobile  devices  is significantly  high.  48% 

often  or sometimes  play  educa tional  games  or use educational  software  on  the  

computer  and  44% on  mobile  devices  (Common  Sense Media).  This shows how  




